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Rocked by
Blast ,

m m

ran

A d e a th 4 d l o f b e tw e e n  375 a n d  450 m en , sc ores o f in ju re d  a n d  m i l l i o n ! o f  
t e  ,n p r a ^ r t y  d a m a g e  to d a y  la y  in the w a k e o f  a  th u n d ero u s e xp lo s io n  a t  
ktert C h ic a s p  H w a l ^ m u n i t i o i ^ D e p e f w h k h  a r a d i i *

m ^ bUnd fed% e f  th e  u n ' n c6rp o ra te d  to w n 's re s id e n ts te m -

The 12th N a v a l D istric t Pu b lic  Re la t io n s D e p artm e n t a ss a y e d  th e  loss o f  l if e  a s  
lows, p e n d in g  a  ch e cku p  o f th e  ro lls : • _____
Two h u n d re d  a n d  f if ty  e n lis te d  m en , p r in c jp a lly  N e g ro  w o rk  b a t ta lio n  m e n *  
s; nine n a v a l o f f ic e rs ; fo u r c iv i ia n  c o nstru c t io n w o rk e rs ; fo u r c o a s t  g u ard s-  
* * * 4  .0 P® ™  °  T 'n e - A p p ro x im a te ly  70 m en a b o a rd  o n e  o f  tw o  m u n it io ns
which exploded, and from 40 to 50 men aboard the other. —— === -̂--------

CENTItAI, PR ESS ASSOCIATIo]

EIGHTY-SIXTH YEAR MA*I

Navy said tentatively 338 were listed as missing in the 
; presumably dead.

explosion stopped clocks and some wrist watches in 
I Chicago at 10:19 p. m. It literally^blew to bits a Kaiser- 
I Liberty ship and one of the heavier Victory ships, col- 
)d a $250,000 recreation building and theater at the muni- 
I depot, blew out windows and sections of barracks and 

Iked the loading dock Where the ships were moored.
[lode Sim u ltaneously. ... �, r ^
m ships, which were being loaded by crews of Negro 
i exploded almost simultaneously. Pedestrians in 'Port 

ko wtrejenacked to the ground Or from stools in eating 
pinking establishments. Some early retirers were shaken 

beds. . ------—___ ___ _____~.......~~~.............- ■ ■
Martinez, Pittsburg, Concord, Walnut Creek and other 

»y communities the thunderclap was preceded by a T)lind- 
wh of li^ht and what appeared to be & distinct earthquake 

Hundreds of citizeiis instinctively turned off their 
and drifted dazedly-outdoors in the belief that an enemy 

ping attack had smitten the city. Then they began stream- 
Nmtown when stores, minus plate glass fronts, began to 
with light as owners turned out to sweep away the debris, 
it even as disaster struck the district centering about Port 
'go. the bay area mutual aid ̂ program swept smoothly mto

linutes after Sheriff James N. Long’s deputies 
iued ^ call for help, a score of ambulances wererburning 
highways between Port Chicago and hospitals of the 

More than 200 police officers, 56 of them dispatched by 
Sheriff Jack Gleason, had filtered into the area to aid 

hunting Wounded and to prevent looting along the dark- 
ttreets. Nurses and nurses’ aids, some from Oakland and 

sPe<f to Martinez, Concord and Port Chicago.’

Local tosses H eavy, 
Plate Windows A re  
H urlecUnto Stree t

There are few plate glass windows in the business sect-inn 
o( the city tnriay. Main street, Ferryvsjrect, Pine street and 
-Alhambra avenue are alike—just vacantspac^s which yester-
day were occupied by windows. Though here and there are 
windows left untouched in a block where practically all other 
wmduws weie smashed .— -

B e a u t i f u l , 
B u t  H o rr ib le

Gre a t Flash Seen 
From Bus Crossing 
C arqu inez Bridge

CROCETT <U.R) — A shining 
white flash soared into the sky 
over Port Chicago and mush-
roomed into' a million vivid, red 
streaks before bus passengers on 
the CarquinA Bridge felt a shud-
dering concussion, a Pacific-Grey-
hound driver said tonight.

“The flash  went up about '

der, 27, of Richmond, said. “It 
looked like burning gasoline 

• arid oil together.^
‘‘The first white flash mush-

roomed into red incandescent 
(Continued on Page 8)

$>/ Damage to buildings otherwise 
jseems not to have* been heavy. 
Window sashes were blown in, 
or: out, and doors were torn, from 
their casings and hinges. Venetian 
blinds are among the casualties 
wherever these blinds were in use. 
S T R E E T S  C L E A R E D

The street department wdrked 
all night to femoye broken glass, i 
after it had been swept into the 
gutter from the buildings.

Property owners made a clean 
sweep of removing the glass from 
their premises and many secured 
lumber of various kinds to board 
up windows.

To attempt to enumerate thi3 
damage would be a waste of time 
and space. Suffice to say there 
are few plate glass windows left 
in the .business district. ^

Throughout the residential area 
considerable damage was sus-
tained in shattered windows and 
doors torn from treir casings. This 
is true also in Alhambra Valley 
and Pleasant Hill.
N E W  H O M E  W R E C K E D  *
~ The entire front of the been

W a l l a c e  in 
to

Se e k  V o t es
Bows to Urgent W ire 
O f  Ja k e  Moore to 
Sha k e Hands W ith Folk 

C O N V E N T I O N  HEAD-
QUARTERS, Chicago (U.P.) 
—Vice President Henry -A,. 
Wallace made up his mind to- 
aay to come here to direct per-
sonally his sagging campaign 
for renomination in the face of 
entrenched opposition by conser-
vative delegates to the Democratic 
National Convention.

in an urgent* request from Chair-r 
man Jake Moore, of the Iowa dele-
gation, that he hurry to Chicago 
and shake hands with the folks.

Wallace’s telegraphed, reply 
said: ~ —r—  —4

beerl
todcl

“ I ■hall b e  w ith  you W ednes-
d a y  m o rn in g . T hank* .”  r---- _

succe 
general 

Earl 
ed Toil

Governor De>fey Charges 
Politics Played With 
Veterans Right to Vote

ALBANY, N. Y. (U.PJ— Thomas 
E. Dewey, Republican president 
/Nominee, charged today that “j 
group with unlimited financial re 
sources has been playing partisan 
politics with the fight of New York I r 
State’s fighting men to vote.” ‘ . I WAf 

He demanded that “this cam-
paign of defeat be tabled and ex-
posed.”
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i v i s j  i i u n u j c u  u u m, iy c n u a i c u  m e n ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  INe a r o  w o r k  b a t t a l i o n  m a m ,
rs,* n in e .o o v o I o f f ic e rs ; fo u r c iv ilio n  c o nstru c tio n W o rk ers; fo u r coost- q u q rds- 
ir; and o n e  m a r i n e .  A p p ro x im a te ly  70 m en a b o a rd  o n e  o f tw o  m u n it io ns
which exploded, aod from 40 to SO men aboard the other,
Navy said ten ta^pfy  338 were listed as missing in the 
, presumably dead.
W explosion stoRRftf rlorks and some wrist watches in 
Chicago at 10:19 p* nr. It literalljHalew to bits a Kaiser- 
Liberty ship and one of the heavier Victory ships, col- 
t$250,000 recreation building and theater at the muni- 

depot, blew out windows and sections of barracks and 
:ed the loading dock where the ships were moored.

lode Simul t aneously. > y %
« ships, which were being loaded by crews of Negro 
exploded almost simultaneously. Pedestrians in ’Port 

igo wCre knocked to the ground or from stools in eating 
iking establishments. • Some early retirers were shaken- 

i their beds. . ----- —- —■—- . , .... __—:— £—
Martinez, Pittsburg, Concord, Walnut Creek and other 
7 communities the thunderclap was preceded by a blind- 

Issh of li^ht and what appeared to be k distinct earthquake 
Hundreds of citizens instinctively turned off their 

l and drifted dazedly ̂ outdoors in the belief that an enemy 
*ng attack had smitten the city. Then they began stream- 
lowntoWn when stores, minus plate glass fronts, began to 
(with light as owners turned out to sweep away-the debris, 
tat even as disaster struck the district centering about Port 
>?<>, the bay area mutual aid ̂ program swept smoothly into

JPlthitt SfHminutes after Sheriff James N. Long’s deputies 
issued q.call for help, a score of ambulances were burning 
be highways between Port .Chicago and hospitals of the 

More than 200 police officers, 56 of them dispatched by 
«da Sheriff Jack Gleason, had filtered into the area to aid 
*cuating wounded and to":pf event looting along the dark 
streets. Nurses, and riurkes’ aids, some from Oakland and 

sP®d to Martinez, Concord and Port Chicago, *

y n c yCasualty Centers _____
s the Courttp-Hospital, Community Hospital and Concord 
’■tal became overtaxed w.ith ambulatory cases, casualty 
** gPrang into action «t-ete-Port Chicago Legion Hall, the 
»iez City ~Hall,~Concoid Memorial Hall, Martinez Me 

Building, Masonic Temple and other places. Doctors 
a* !**6 began streaming' into the area-front the east bay

Local Losses H eavy, 
Plate W indows A re  
H urled4n te Stree t ^

There are few plate glass windows in the business section 
of the city, today. Main street, Ferryvst£eet, Pine street, and 
Alhambra avenue are alike—just vacant spaces which yester-
day were Occupied by windows. Though here and there are 
windows left untouched in a block where practically all other 
windows were smashed.— ;—— ——  —•— —— t——

On Pages 2 and 8
at urgent request o f the’ sheriff’s radio,

force of the explosion rattled windows as far dis 
J® San Jose and scattered, heavy pieces of twisted metal

“* over an area within a radius of two miles of the load- 
lock.
Ms morning all that remained visible of the two munitions 
* *  *Be protruding- stern and propeller of the Victory 

bow ofxthe T.ihfrty. P a n t ies who were allowed 
¥  ar*a of the dock said the scene was one of inde- 
• horror. Naval officers and personnel attached touthe 
^unnton depot were unable to describe the devastation 
r-«°ck area but said it matched the rubble of heavily 

military installations.

Patrons Escape c _________ I
[* freak of circumstance, 192 patrons oflh e  P o r t  ChieagO:reported in Martinez 

’ YIewwg the picture “China’'’ in  which bombings are 
escaped without injury when the* blast buckled the 

°U8e’8 north wall as if it Wore cardboard. The manage- 
[rWa* n°t so fortunate, /•——-■■■ *f;‘

Mrs. Mtmni* W einstein, the former  jnanager of the 
^ 7*  *hd a veteran of the Southwest Pacific campaigns 

^charged because of malaria, suffered lacerations 
aee and hands when glass panes in the lobby of the 
fell upon them. Joe Myer, who was in the projec-

n **5° received a memento of the explosion, 
r  « tra

B e a u t i f u l , 
B u t  H o rr ib le

G re a f Flash Seen 
From Bus Crossing 
Carqu inez Bridge

CROCETT (U.R) -— A shining 
white Hash soared into the sky 
over Port Chicago and mush-
roomed into a million vivid, red 
streaks before bus passengers on 
the CarquinA Bridge felt a shud-
dering concussion, a Pacific Grey-
hound driver said tonight.

“The flash went up about 
1,2900 to 1,500 feet,” Dan Evan- 
der, 297, of Richmond, said. “It 
looked like burning gasoline 

• arid oil together.
“The first white flash mush-

roomed into red incandescent 
(Continued on Page 8)

A d d it io nal News 
O f Port Ch ica g o  
D isaster A p p e a l

► Damage to buildings otherwise 
seems not to have* been heavy. 
Window sashes were blown in, 
or. out, and doors were torn from 
their casings and hinges. Venetian 
blinds are among the casualties 
wherever these blinds were in use. 
•STREETS CLEARED

The street department wdrked 
all night to'remoye broken glass, 
after it had been swept into the 
gutter from the buildings.

Property owners made a clean 
sweep of removing the glass from 
their premises and many secured 
lumber of various kinds to board 
up windows.

. To attempt to enumerate this 
damage would be a waste of time 
and space. Suffice to say there 
are few plate glass windows left 
in the .business district.

Throughout the residential area 
considerable damage was sus-
tained in shattered windows and 
doors tom from treir casings. This 
is true-also in Alhambra Valley 
and Pleasant Hill.
N EW  HOME W RECK ED • 
~The entire front- of the beau-

tiful new home of Frank Donley 
in the latter section was caved in.

- -Mrs: Donley was alone at the time. 
She saw the fire from, the ■ gxplo- 
sion before the concussion hit her 
home. She was cut by flying g!

Mrs. Donley had entertained 
the Soroptomist Club during the 

Continued on Page 2)

W a l l a c e  in 
to

Se e k  V o t es
Bows fo Urgent W ire 
O f  Ja k e  Moore to 
Sha k e Hands W ith Folk 

C O N V E N T I O N  HEAD-
QUARTERS, Chicago (U P.) 
^-»Vice President Henry ~A. 
Wallace made up his mind to- 

ftk y  .to come here to dire 
sonally his sagging campaign 
for renomination in the face of 
entrenched opposition by conser-
vative delegates to the Democratic 
National Convention.;

in an urgent0 request from Chair-
man Jake Moore, of the Iowa dele-
gation, that he hurry to Chicago 
and shake hands with the folks.

“Wallace’s telegraphed——reply 
said;

N

“ I •h a ll be  w ith  you  W edries- im ile |
d a y  m e ritin g .. T hank* ,”  -------  1 had

precl

Governor Dewf y Charges 
Politics Played With v 
Veterans Right to Vote —-

ALBANY, N. Y. (U.R)—Thomas 
E, Dewey, Republican president 
/hominee, charged today that “a 
group with unlimited financial re- ■ 5 ig  
sources has been playing partisan - 
politics with the fight of New York 
State’s fighting men to vote.” '*~~

He demanded that “this cam 
paign of defeat be tabled and ex-
posed.”

Des|

v

�  To d ay Stocks
A. T. & T..„.™.’: .:.„162%

General Motors... ....  64%
Mont. Ward 47
Standard ...... 38% 38
Sh^l ............ ..... 26%
Tide-Associated :. 16% -̂ _-18%
P. G. & E.......... 32%
Transamerica .... t s :  9% 9%
Union ...... ..... 20
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M A R T I N E Z  F R E E  O F  L O O T I N G  A S  Cl 
W I N D O W S  L A Y  B A R E M A N Y  V A L U

EX C ELLE N T O RD ER M A IN T A IN E D  B Y  L O C A L P O LIC E , A U G l 
A R M ED  M IL IT A RY G U A R D S ; P O RT C H IC A G O  C A S H  REG IS

Despite scores of broken and 
open display windows where valu-
able items were within a hand- 
grasp, there was no case of looting

explosion and looked out the window and 
(Continued on Pag© ®)

At Port Chicago, one casITregis- 
ter was rifled.

Martinez police summoned their 
auxiliAry_stqff, and aided by 100 
soldiers with side arms and' rifles, 
maintained peace and order. After 
midnight the“mflitary aides were 
reduced to 50, Chief of Police 
Steve Neilson said.

Throughout the ’ day "soldiers

400 fully equipped in one group—  
report id to Port Chicago, the 
rumor was rife all morning that 
Port Chicago .was tinder martial 
law. i 
----- TETs was denied in 

by  L ieut. Col.
•  s ta te - 

merit by  L ieut. Col. C larence 
H ennessy o f the  San Francisco 
Presidio who said, “ The mili-
ta ry  is only aiding legal civilian 
au thorities in P o rt Chicago. T he 
Naval base itse lf  is ano ther

continued to patrol sidewalks un-
obtrusively, and they will be on 
duty again tonight. Two guarded 
the Ration Bdhrd and a third sat, 
in the Sheriff’s' dispatchers’ office, two. units, one remaining to set up 

Because hundreds o f soldiers-?*1 an emergency food and shelter

m atte r.
m ake it  c lear th a t th e  A rm y is 
only here to  assist."

Colonel Hennessy arrived in 
Martinez and the Sheriff’s office 
shortly after midnight, followed 
by two companies who split into

station a t the former Army bar- taine |
racks On Susanna- street.__The use
other went on to Port Chicago.
AID FROM STONEMAN 

At least three other companies 
from Camp Stoiieiniu—were—on- 
duty. They relieved civilian 
volunteer offices, including 20
members of the Lafayete Sheriffs’ 
posse, headed by G. R. Robertson.

The ■ Lafayette men were among 
, the first assigned to Port Chicago | the 

B ut would—like to plfUfol work by Sheriffs’ Inspector a °fc 
Ray Stoffels, who paired them o ft ,  Co 
forrthe work, t t e y  Tielped escap-’ )Powe 
ing and frightened residents and »to as.;
prevented panic._
STR IC K EN  TOW N CLEARED 

The Sheriff’s office was told that 
the Naval base today is tinder Ma-
rine guard. Army and Navy main-

1

saniti |
and* 
route I 
lieved I 
possib|



f i n e  o f G l ass In t a c t ,

SU R V IV O RS O F
t i l*]

By NORMAN MONTELLISR V
Fi!" ■ (C m ltM  P n M  Staff Corre ■»■»*«»*)
PORT CHICAGO (U.P.)—Flickering laMem lights and 

automobile headlights, the only illum iction hi black Port Chi-
cago, reveal a town shattered by the explosion of ammunition 
aboard two „6,500-ton Liberty ships being loaded in the bay.

Casualty estimates stilTace unofficial, but Sheriff James N. 
Long! told me tonight'he believed 350 people were killed and

e c k  
ra ins

tra f f i c  D e layed 
W h ile Eng ineers M a k e 
Inspection o f  Bridge '

Grew of a Southern Pacific 
train engaged in switching at Pori 
Chicago was Tushed to a hospital 
in San Francisco for treatment. 
The extent of the casualties could 

at be determined early today. 
though it  is known several of the 
men were badly hurt. All work 
in the yards a t Port Chicago has 
been suspended until a  search can 
be made to determine the pres-
ence of bombs. — -----

The S- P. and Santa Fe stations 
were almost completely wrecked. 
All Santa Fe trains were halted 
fo r hours.

The Southern Pacific bridge 
evidently sustained no damage. 
All trains last nighi were held on 
eithee side ô -^the bridge until

T R A G IC  SIG H TS
Survivors of the shattering 

munitions, explosion a t Port Chi-
cago streamed into Martinas last 
night and told o f.a  “ terrific con-
cussion” which produced a mael-
strom of flying metal and fleeing 
rlGeawe___... ■-

Dr. J. M- Rustop. said he had 
been working on survivors since 
shortly after the explosions at"
10:20 p. m. w S M H

.“ I’ve been tew ing fo r  nearly  
tibiae hour*," he said.

A circus manager, John MeNur- 
injured. Long said he. im  ̂ AsMand.-Kentucky, said he

believed the. balk of casualties was 
among naval personnel.

Chi one of the city’s main 
streets, a  five-foot slab of steel, 
believed to be a  ship’s  plate, 
was erabedded^tn the concrete 
sidewalk.
'Barracks outside the ammuni-

tion "depot, surrounded by a cor-
don of armed guardfi,' wore wrecks. 
Some of them'appear to be on be  
verge of toppling. MofX of them

was standing in front of the “big 
top” when the explosion occurred 

“ A terrific  concussion h it aso 
and  knocked m e dow n,”  he sain. 
“ P ieces o f  m eta l began  flying 
a ll a ro u n tf  us. As I  fell to  th e  
ground, 1 saw  the  en tire  f ro n t 
o f a '  g a rag e  across th e  s tre e t 
Mown in.”  '
“Chief White Eagle,” an Indian 

employe, Was sleeping on his 
burnt—- Bo was blown from - the

IN V EST IG A T IO N  O F  D ISA STER LA U

Ml
By E D W Ilf  EMBRY

(U n ited  P n M  g t a t t  C orrespondent)
An earth-rocking explosion of two ammunition ahips tl 

loaded at the U. S. Nayal Ammunition Depot at Port Chi 
caused “heavy casualties” an $ extensive damage, 12th b| 
District head^uartere finnounced today.

“The casualties will be heavy,” the Navy said, “but 
as severe as early unofficial reports indicated.’* These < 
mates had ranged as high as 
600 dead and inji 

As the Navy continued the in-1 
vestigation, -officers estimated that 
between 200 and 250-enlwted men 
andaniuojofficers could Be listed

are two-story type of dormitory hunk and was said to have lost aQ

as “missing and presumed ^dead.” 
An additional 100 Navy personnel j 
had been taken to military hos-
pitals.
fHTPS DISAPPEAR

Not a sign remained of the two 
ammunition ships, which had been 
anchored alongside the loading 
wharf at Port Chicago. Cause of 
the blast remained unknown, with 
no report from possible survivors 
yet made public.

An Associated Oil Company

D oc Stork M a k es 
La nd ing in M idst  | 
O f B l ast Turm oi l

It never fails departm en | 
As doctors and  nurses a t 

tinez Com unity H ospital ru l 
fran tically  to  give aid to  scl 
»f casualties rushed here 
U a  explosion a t  P o rt Chic I 
M rt. M ark R. H atch, M a rt | 
gave b irth  te  a  714 -pound 
M other and son a re  doing 
k esp itah  a tten d an ts  rep o rte |

buildings.
WINDOWS SHATTERED

There is not a pane of glass 
left in the town. Front doors 
were Mown off their hiqgea. —1
saw hundreds of t#ndow_«ilIs blood trm& dsface  as he declared 
blown, off with their panes of

engineers could make a  thorough 
check of the structure and then 
only light trains were run. Today 
the check is continuing, but train 
service is normal. All San Joaquin 
Valley trains are running on 
schedule.

hearing and use o f his tongu& ^ fcacge was h/**feen
His dog, sleeping beside him, was 
killed, McNurlin reported. *
• Raymond E. Holdfworth, chief 
engineer an a Union Oil -tanker 
going downstream, was wiping

Red Cross in P le a  
For E le c t r ic  P l a te ,-

Many people -were wandering 
through streets collecting chunks 
of twisted st£el_ HhiSh tqen who 
worked at the wharves claim were 
parts of the ship plates. 4 
(  The explosion occurred in the 
middle of a  war picture at the 
local movie house. The blast 
buckled fhe entire side of the 
buildihg, blowing it into a con-
cave sfaape.> Of the 195 people 
in the -th eater only two-persons 
were injured. The walls did not 
collapse, but their bases were 
ripped up from the foundations.
, Highways leading t© and from 
Port Chicago >weser jammed with 
automobiles and ambulances as I 
approached jthe town, . Most of 
the Injured Navy personnel were 
■evacuated in Navy hiisfis, ̂ station

E le c t r ic  Percol a tor
Mrz. Jam es E. Hoey, bead  o f 

th e  local Red Cros cam p and  
. h osp ita l service, today  an -
nounced a rg e n t need  fo r  aiT 

ctric p la te  and  e lec tric  per- 
co lato r fo r  u se  On an  airp lane  
c a r r ie r  in  th e  Southw est Pacific. 
A nyone w ith  -such equ ipm ent to  
co n trib u te  to  n  w orthy  cause 

-was—ashed—to —telephon e—Mr s. 
H oey a t  S02.

mm
Concord, California

T u es' & W e d .
LORETTA YOUNG

also.
DELLA RYTHM BOYS

SO 'S Y O U R  U N C LE

the explosion ripped the top from 
the pilot house of -the vessel and j men. 
smashed in the bulkheads of all o f  tides

Lota Tifhfs Tonight

wagons and ambulances.
Workers who left the depot area 

were ohfiakefl.by Navy guards and 
marines. Thei. would not discuss 
the blast. .  f  
TERRIFIC IMPACT 
— A; F. Langwell-said> he was to 
bed when the explosion occurred.

“I t blew the front door right 
Into the house,” he said. “I 
woke up on the floor. I  went 
through the house and found 
that all the windows and win- 

- dow sills had been torn from 
the frames.

The ice box in the kitchen 
untied upside down. Plas-

te r  from  the walls and the cell- 
ings was all ovSTthe house.” —t - 

Langwell’s brother, Samuel, 
was working on a caterpillar trac-

T he explosion lifted me out 
of the tractor seat and threw 
me to the ground,” he said. “I  
wasn’t  hurt, just shaken up. I  
saw a big flame rise up over 
the area and then the force of 
the explosion hit me.”

the cabins.
“One bulkhead was blown 

c le a r  ou t the o th er side o f th e  
ship, com pletely dem olishing
th e  cabin.__I t  seemed as though
shells o r  bombs w ere bu rsting  
a ll a round  ns and  we ducked. 
O ne shell dropped through  the 
ro o f o f th e  eng ine  room  and  
blew  the1* engine all to  hell,*’

- H oldfw orth said,: —
‘‘The explosion even blew the 

fan off my cabin wall through my 
bunk,” he said. “If  I had been in 
that hunk I wouldn’t  be talking 
how.”

He suffered a cut over his right 
eye and his face was streaked with 
blood. Hcsaid a Coast Guardsman 
to ld h im  there was “absolutely 
nothings—le ft of one nearby 
wharf.” ~~*i—

two ships, and was reported de-
stroyed, a l o ^ g  with several j 
O t h e r  small shifts anchored . 
nearby.

- ~fJo3St~guardsmen, who reached 
the scene within 10 minutes, 
picked up four seriously injured 

They said strong windsaqA 
swept other possible sur-

M art in e z Losses 
H it  H igh Fig ure

* (Continued from page >1)
evening, the members bad been 
gone bat a short time. ^Donley 
ttas attending a meeting of motor 
d efers in Walnut Creek.

He said today that a plane went 
over the city just a t the time of 
the explosion and his group ryshed 
4nto the street with-the thought 
a  bombing was taking place. . 
COUNTY LOSS HEAVY 1 '

Damage to the court house and 
hall of records will approximate 
YI'5;C 0C, according to“ a1f'estimate 
made this morning by Superin-
tendent of Buildings E. A. Law-
rence and Purchasing Agent J. H. 
Morrowr.

Windows were smashed, casings 
were torn loosê , doers were ^orn 
from their hinges, plaster was

vivors and debris up-channel. i 
Small craft hac t/een warned 

away from the port area, 35 miles, 
northeast of San Francisco, since] 
live ammunition w a s  reported> 
floating on oiisiicked^jvaters, the 
Navy said.

“Thwe wag a flash that went 
' 1,000 feet into the air,” one 

eye-witness said. “Then pieces 
_ of metal rained down like 'hail.”

A 150-pound piece of metal, 18 
feet long, (yas blown through the 
air for a mile.
BLINDING FLASH

The first blinding flash mush-> 
soomed into the sky, turning night 
into day, and then fell apart into 
myriads of r e d  incandescent 
streaks, cascading downward like 
giant tracer bullets, eye-witnesses 
recounted.
—  Within a dew moments the 
roar o f the blast shot out across 
the San—Francisco Bay area, 
causing rumors of an earth*

_quake as windows scattered and
plaster fell from'ceilings and 
walls 30 miles away.

Don Cramer, Red Gross 
for the Pacific area, reported that 

tn the explosion

the halls. Red Gross, militarl 
civilian disaster officials moil 
apd injured were being takl 
all nearby hospitals, incll 
that at the Mare island 
Yard at Vallejo.

Communications througl 
the area were disrupted bjl 
blast, adding to the confi| 
at the scene.
Red Cross officials sau 

Martinez Chapter was pre]| 
to feed from 1,000 to 1,500 
at Port Chicago, a n d  re 
from 150 to 200 homes apjl 
uninhabitable. Not a single 
m  in the town escaped dal
and most were described as 
pletelossea,”

Pilo t 95iled For 
G u n p la y , Bea t in g  
H is Form er W if e

LOS
Bfeese,

ANGELES <U.PJ 
£7-year-old test pilot,

shaken ’from the c€ttlngs,"and side- 
walls and marble were dislodged 
in the hall of" records. Lights 
were torn from their fastenings. 
In fact, about all of the windows

____ in the ehtire east end of the court-
—  Vance I house were destroyed. Heaviest 

| damage apparently was fn the

scene showed that fopr deaths had 
been reported among civilians 
outside the post. He said numer-
ous casualties were reported from I 
flying glass.

Cramer reported i 
chago was badly 'wrecked.”

Casualties were being evacuated 
to hospitals at nearby Concord
und—Martinos,-Cramer said----The..
Red Cross arranged for shelters 
lo r those made homeless by the 
blast and aided in other relief 
duties fpr the 1,000 population of 
Port Chicago.

The hospital at Martinez was 
reported filled, with injured in

A lw ays T ire d ?
Kiflney* S luggish? Doe* Rheu-

m atism , A rth ritis , Lumbago, 
N euritis, e tc ,' B other You?

Ask Yo.h f  Druggist for 
the Rheumo-Sho Money

T H K J M

A fantastic supposit 
view o f the fact that 
produced over 40,(XXI 
last year to protect | 
food supply of the 
is interesting to col 
might happen if the 
were melting Sway.



r C H W O N D  N U R S E  K I L L E D  S P E E D I N G  I
T o i A i d 'W o m a n  O n

f n j u r e d l n 3 - C a r  W re c l
---- ~ »  u«i«vca iu nave Deen a iactor

*** t° e ” *th » Richmond grandmother, Margaret Adkins, 63, 
***** «arl*5»Ws morning in a three&ir accident in tBe 

Franklin Canyon.

H U N D RED S K ILLE D , . M A IM E D  
IN  N A V Y  A M M U N IT IO N - RLA ST

(Continued from page l)  
som eth ing  hit m e on th e  h a rk  

Mjrer said

JpOy. were riding toward Martinez, a mile south of the city, ̂
t o  route to volunteer Mrs. j |  ‘ ~ ------
kins’ service as nurse.

*Ad-<$> 
Their car) I 

iB U m lin li~lrrinioth(»r driven ,hy 
^ee Roy Wortham; 36, 6930 Ches-^ 

j fe itenue, Richmond. y ——y -  
^  After hitting the Adkins’ ve- 
klcle, Wortham, according to state 
ftighway patrol officers, struck 
toother car driven by Raymond 
Jjewrence, -2&51. Buena Vista ave-. 
jwe. Berkeley, said to be a Navy
officer:-----------------

Wortham, who. was en route to 
Richmond, had as a -passenger 
Willie A. Jackson, 3 5-year-old em- 
Mdye of the B &. L Cafe,-San 
rto lo , Jackson, the Adkins boy, 
Wortham and .Lawrence w e r e  
treated at the County-Hospital.
* Mrs. Adkins w;as picked up by 
a Red Cross ambulance, coming in 
to the stricken area from St. 
Selena. She was taken to the 
Richmond Hospital, w h e r e  she 
idled.
CT Wortham, w'a s charged with 
driving while intoxicated and be-
ing involved in. an injury.

M n  O ur T i me*
Jo ins W a r Film  h » 
O n Sta te Screen

B l ast Reg istered  
By Se ismogra ph A s 

" 'Sm a l l Ea r th q u a k e'
-— BERK ELEY . <U,PJ— The P o rt 

Chicago Naval m unitions .explo-
sion reg istered  as .a  "sm all 

' H r th t s s k e ’i - s s —the- U niversity  
ot C alifo rn ia  seismograph a t  
10:19 p. m. last n ight, accord-
ing to  P ro f. P e rry Ryerly, u n i -
versity  seism ologist. '

P ro f , Byerly said the  -hlnat 
recorded on Hie m achine fo r  
three-vninutes, and  th a t he com-
pu ted  the  d istance to  its origin 
as 24  m ites;

Sig h t B ea u t ifu l 
But H orrib le

(Continued from page 1) 
streaks— Just millions of them 
coming' down.

‘♦Forty seconds later the noise

(Mission h it  ns and i t  shook th e  
ss.”
A passenger on the bus from 

Sacramento to San Francisco, 
The State -Theatre will present ’ “ If8 Inez Vlylan L»ba. 1014 Ger-
arner. Bros.’ new production. "In I fir? ,avl D1ie’ New York City- 8aid>It looked like a streak of light- 

nin&—it Was beautiful but hor-

Warner. Bros.' new production, "In 
Our Tithe,” tomorrow and Thurs- 

I day. This love story, clouded with! .Ji® 
| the hardships of current events, I .. 
takes place in Poland, just a t the 

I beginning of the war. The Pacific Coast area in mid-

flame thatseemed toTesch to 
the stars. Then it flowered Into 
a huge mushroom ot colored fire-
works. There were two blasts but 
they _ were almost simultaneous. 
Just as I was blowh to the grofand 
•by the concusston. a lattice fence 
came crashing over into my yard.” 
SERIOUS FIRES AVERTED

Linemen of the P. G. & E. and 
the Coast 'Counties Gas J|H l 
the stricken community to  cat off 
gas and electricity for fear of 
holocaust.

Deputy Sheriffs Stanley Mili- 
nich and Thomas -Smith w e r e  
anfong the first Into the naval 
compound and the former brought 
out a load of walking injured. At 
the outset, stq^ion wagons, patrol 
cars and'private automobiles were 
used to _ evacuate- the wounded 
from Port Chicago and the naval 
depot. Military personnel were 
taken to the-Camp Stoneman Hos-
pital, but many found their way 
to the private hospitals and cas-
ualty centers.

The Navy disclosed that two] 
smaller craft, one a Coast Guard 
patrol boat, were demolished by

the bodies o f  moat of the victims 
probably would never bo found. 
When newsmen were taken inside 
the naval compound before day-
break* by a Public Relations ofR

of the head,1 HRH
— — . . I _______ |  Postmaster George C. German H H H R P I ______ _ R B I
T h a  9Nwr f ^ M tfv> »rvgBHhr in hrH rrrrf tn  h-nrr hr^n a fnrtnr got * brlef v,8URl m*m°ry of the break* by a Public Relations o«- T " y Deucvcd to  have been a factor explotfoir bef o reh e  was hurled to cer, he decline  to take them to 
n o  aeath  .ot a ICTClirnqinf gr andmoth e r MawniMi a  itn »i« the ground of his home a t  i l  the core of the blast area.

Championstreet. _  ~~ * ryffN
B “It was like fireworks you have 

c  n e w  seen," Geripan satd. “ There 
Per S° n ’ ^ ran*> an”  Six-v ef - o ld grandson, a tremendous shaft of white 

f i l l ,  were riding tow ard M artinet » w ti.. ......-u ■. hot fla

H O SP IT A LS I N  C O U N TY F ILLED  T O  O V ER F l

P a r t ia l C a su a l t y  L is t  Is Reve

'Y ou wouldn't write about what sm  i l ! . - .  ft l .  . . u  aan r rancisco.

I have the leading roles. Also fea-
tu re d  are Nancy Coleman, Mary 
I Boland, Victor Francen and Nazi- 
Imova, who_returns to the screen 
[after a long absence.

On the same program will be 
‘Tunisian Victory,” presenting 

l or  the first time a motion picture 
lo in tlf  produced ]by the govern- 
Inents of the United States and 
ll*w»t Britain. It tells how these 

wo countries combined in one 
| peration'their armies, navies and I 

_ forces to wrest Northwest i

able in peacetime, DeputyT»etrol- 
®.um__Administrator Davies an-
nounced.

four missing men. The - other 
craft, it was reported, was a 
barge. <

The Victory ship, which arrived 
on its maiden trip from Portland 
at 5 p. m. had a complement of 
78 men, of whom from 15 to 18 
were believed to have been ashore.
The 10,000-ton Liberty ship was 
nearly loaded with 8,500 tons of 
explosives. Both were tied up at 
the end of the *naval loading 
wharf, situated some distance 
from the barracks.
M A N y BODIES M ISSING • • ______

Naval officers a t the scene said1 mutual

you’d see there,” he said.
Several officer* - and .enlisted 

men on feave from the two ships 
had their stars to thank for their 
safety, but most of them were 
tearful over the fate of their com-
panions. .

Lieutenants Virgil Akin and 
John Nash, who left the ship at 8 
o’clock, .argued- their course of 
action on the dock, the latter in-
sisting that th'ey wait for the 
“leave list” to be issued and Akin 

out for going ashore until 
l i p -  m., when they would have 
to report in.

‘I Wes in the  Batik Club when 
1 sew  th e  flesh, follow ed h y  the 
whoomph S whoomph,” 1 L ieu ten -
an t A kin, s te w ard ' eboerd  the 
L ibe rty  ship, seid. “ I ’sc re e n e d  
• l e i  on the  floor’ en d  h it the 
deck. I t  wes like bom bings I ’ve 
seen in the South Pacific.”
Cause of the explosion was un-

known as Naval Intelligence offi-
cers launched an investigation and 
Mare Island authorities announced 
a naval board of inquiry will be 
called. . . ~

The blast hurled unfused shells 
ind twisted bits of hull and deck 
dating over a wide area. One of 
-he projectiles plopped through a 
wm er of a Main street card 
Where a game of poker was in

Between 100 and 125 people 
were i iw n  first-aid treatment at 
the Community and County Hos-
pitals last night, the majority 
later being moved ftuambulances 
to hospitals at Mare Island and

Six men were kept a t the Com 
munity Hospital fo r  further treafc- 
ment and one girl was brought in

♦  Borkos, T| 
j Matthewr 
j Raul Seh 
|  Roy-Wrij | 
; and Mrs>.
Nlchol.

Bod ies o f  Two M e n  
O n Construc t ion  ^
'W ork Brough t H ere

The Ladles of t w o w n ,  L. C , ___
H u ,ro r .o n ^ Gu . ;

-------------------- - . — -----— Macco C onstruction Company, J dreadful •
this morning^ from Port Chicago - war e b r ought to M artinos this | three1 loc
to the county hospital. afte rn o o n  from  P o rt Chicago.-*! reported

The injured at the local )ios- David H unt is repo rted  missing I
by  th a  com pany.

T hroe trainm en, o f th e  da- 
pot'*  tran sp o rta tio n  system , a re  
repo rted  m issing, according to 

W alte r S'nejgrove, deputy  core-

pitals are Shirley Wellborn, 23, 
Montague p o lla rd , Scipio Scott, 
Jewell Perrjf, one man as yfet un-
identified, Alirof the naval supply 
depot, Cpl. Fred Lewis, Marine, 
and Nils Anderson, Union Oil 
Company employe.

A Mrs. Clark of Port Chicago 
was brought to thV Community 
Hospital for treatment and later 
»£nt to Peralta Hospital, in Oak-
land.: ;;atoWI v. | | !  / :  .

Many of’ the injured brought to 
the county hospital were given 
first-aid treatment and later evac-
uated to the Martinez Junior High 
School, where they were taken 
care of by the Red Cross.

Concord - Hospital treated 75 
casualties of the explosion last
night, the majority of them Navy] Adele Schmidt, Miss Helen b !

personnel,' who were later moved 
to other hospitals or evacuation 
centers, temporarily set up. A 
large number of th e local “people
tcojf the__casualties" Into their
homes after they had been given 
first-aid treatment;

Casualties of the P o rt Chicago 
disaster, who are still receiving 
treatment tit the hospital, are Wil-
liam Leath, Mrs. Janice Leath, 
Mrs. William Hatcher, Mrs. Anna 
Palubichi, Bob Hatcher,

All yrer 
Mayor C. 
Hvered be 

[‘United L 
mittee, m 
Main and 
* W heat)| 

j on . two 
warning, 
Roy Stu I
Schnaitackj 
hTt.beingj 
hands and 

jpital care, 
worse easel 
asked to bl 

Roy Stu f  
scalp cut 
Schnaitack | 
small cuts.

progress. Another embedded itself 
in earth a half block off Main 
street and Inspector Ray Stoffels 
sent out a call for the Army’s 
bomb demolition squad. One 200- 
pound  ̂piece of metal embedded 
itself in a sidewalk a full jqile 
from naval depot waterfront, t!.

Sheriff Long, while deplhriAg 
the magnitude of the catastrophe' 
in a nationwide radio broadcast 
over the Mutual System, paid trib-

A M B U L A N C ES R A CE T H R O U G H  
C IT Y  IN  RESP O N SE T O  C A LL

Hundreds of ambulances and shore police and Army military
police joined with the local forces■cars carrying nurses and doctors 

rushed through the city last night 
under highway patrol escort, Main
street and Escobar street were 
made thoroughfares under inter-
section patrol for these convoys.

Doctors and nurses came from 
as far away as San Jose, Vallejo, 
Richmond, Berkeley, Oakland, San 
Francisco and other communities 
dispatched Red Cross workers, 
nurses and doctors here.

City emergency service w a s

in patrol work. City Hull was 
headquarters.

Oakland, Richmond and Berke-
ley police were dispatched to Port 
Chicago..

T n

822 A

ute to the efficiency of the disaster placed on a wartime basis. Emer- 
organization and the area-wide | gency firemen and auxiliary po-

aid system. lice were placed on duty.
W E D N ES D A Y  a n d  T H U I


