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50 Ex-Pori Chicago
Negro Navy Men on
Trial for Mutiny

The courts martial hearing
against 50 Negro sailors today
was resumed at Yerba Buena
Island with one of their officers
taking the stand to testify

against them.

The sailors, formerly stationed
at Port Chicgo Ammunition Depot
and transferred to Mare Island
following the ammunition ship
blast July 17, are charged with
mutiny as a resuit of their re-
fusal to load explosives at the
Navy yard ammunition depot early
last month.

AFRAID OF SHELLS

The officer, Lieutenant Com-
mander C. L. Bridges, executive
officer of the naval barracks at
the depot, testified that he order-
ed the men back to work after
their initial refusal to handle the
ammunition.

Their answer, he said, was
that they were afraid to handle
it and that they would obey
any other order than those to
handle ammunition.

Commander Bridges was barely
cross-examined by Defense Coun
sel Lieutenant Gerald E. Veit
mann. Veltman Instead attempt-
ed to get the testimony stricken
from the records on the ground
that the witness could not identify
any of the 50 defendants as those
to whom he spoke personally.

Rear Admiral Hugo W. Oster-

trated as much as 1,500 yards .at
one point.
Marines on Peleliu, six miles
north of Anguar, met stiff re-
sistance, but with the support of
a steady naval and air bombard-
ment, fanned out for ono-third
of a mile on the southwest coast
and were driving northward.
At the same time, General Doug-
las MacArthur’s veteran Army
forces tightened their grip on
Morotai, in the Halmaheras at the
southern end of the American line
extending around the southeastern
corner of Mindanao from the
Palaus.
Southwest Pacific headquar-
ters said the troops reached all
the perimeter objectives against

neglible opposition and con-
tinued to consolidate their
beachhead.

While construction battalions
rushed completion of the Pitu air-
field,. 250 miles south of the Philip-
pines, Allied bombers dropped
more th1n 118 ions-of explosives
in neutralization raids on other
Halmahera airdromes.

$250 Bail Posted in
Rodeo Assault Charge

Benjamin N. Zachary, painter,
living at Marquee Hotel, Rodeo,
arrested on complaint of Michael
J. Donahue for assault with a
deadly weapon, was out on bail
today-

The Rodeo man, arrested Satur-
day night by Constable Eugene
Shea, was released under 260
E"/«il by Justice Thomas P. Mee-
an.

Today Stocks

ARMY LANDING

By ROBERT L. FREY
United Press Staff Writer

WITH THE ,FIRST ALLIED
AIRBORNE ARMY OVER HOL-
LAND, Sept.117.—We are driving
down into a/hurricane of- flak to
spill 13 young American para-
troopers onj/he Germans.

Spent fragments of enemy
shells battle off the dnniism
sides of this ship named “Grow-
ing Pains.”

The clock shows we have 10 min-
utes to go before the big leap
begins.

This is the second wave of thou-
sands of Allied airborne troops
who are leap-frogging the enemy
lines this afternoon.” Ahead of
us we can see one of our planes
burning on the gropnd. Others
are twiste” into tangled wreckage
after creak- landings. The going
is not easy.' ml
CHUTISTS READY

As the fiak buffets us about para-
troopers stand ready to go. "Their
chute cords are attached to static
lines overhead. They are out-
wardly cool and calm.

The pilot, Major Robert Gates,
Aberdeen, S. D., and leader of this
squadron, looks up. The flak now
has subsided a bit and we’re get-
ting ready to start dropping the
men.

“That’s the cltxttt you’ll ever
come to being shot down- end
«till get by,” he aay«.

Standing next to me are para-
troopers William Harvey, a medi-
cal aid man from Rowlesburg, W.
Ba., and Doyle Boothe, Winnsboro,
S. C. They get the signal to get
ready to go.

They turn around and shake

IN HOLLAND

hands. The first man leaps.
other goes.
“LOOK ouT”

Yellow, green and red chutes
float down over the rectangular
green and brown Dutch fields.

“Look out you German*, here
we come,” one man shouts as
he jumps.

Another first asks:
we do if we’re hit?”

“First be sure you're hit,” a
comrade answers.

“If you get through this one,
you’re in the South Pacific,”
another one saya.

On the trip over all the men
were relaxed. Some slept. Each
was loaded down with 100 to 150
pounds of equipment.

At the briefing this morning a

An-

“What do

message was read to the men tell*,

ing them the purpose of their mis-
sion. Flying officers shuffled up
and down the bare briefing room.
The last word to them was to check
their pistols.

THE TAKEOFF

Then we were off.

The flight took us over enemy
territory, and we could see great
patches of sunlit water surrounded
by green fields. The Germans had
flooded vast parts of Holland.

Around us circled Allied fight-
ers. .They flew rings around this
slew-moving transport. At the
~first sight of them a Texas para-
tuooper yel]ed a wild end woolly

‘yippee.

Our bunch mostly were all vet-
erans of D-Day. ¢

The crew of this ship included
Technical Sergeant William Read,
San Jose, Calif., radioman, and
Warant Officer A. G. Eberhardt,
Los Angeles engineer.
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FYank Coakley, trial judge ad-
vocate, that 207 other Negro
sailors who originally refused
to load ammunition and then
,went back to work on a third
order given by Admiral C. H.

Wright, 12th Naval District

: : commandant, were tried in a

. Fire Hits summary courts martial. It was

vage Depot revealed that they had been dis-
Y, Sept. 18 UR> — citffinyd. -

[vage depot at Berke- Adm1ral Wright addressed the

entire group of 257 men, who re-
fused to obey Navy comrnands, ac-
cording to the disclosure, and the
number of mutineers dwindled to
44 but later rose to 50.
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California Woman

Clubbed to Death
RENO, Sept. 18 (UR) — Police
searched today for the club mur-
derer of Mrs. George Voss, 65,
wife of George Voss, Santa Bar-

FAIL bara, who was attacked by a bur-
In Richmond and glar she found rifling her home
battery, Forrest Saturday night. The burglar ap-

parently entered her home while
she was dining with her employer,
Mrs. Cora J. Knight, police said.
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