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Blast  F e d f r
50 Ex-Pori Chicago 
N egro N avy Men on 
Tria l for Mutiny 

The courts m artial hearing 
against 50 Negro sailors today 
was resumed at Yerba Buena 
Island with one of their officers 
taking the s t a n d  to testify 
against them.

The sailors, formerly stationed 
at Port Chicgo Ammunition Depot 
and transferred to Mare Island 
following the ammunition ship 
blast July 17, are charged with 
mutiny as a resuit of their re-
fusal to load explosives at t  h e 
Navy yard ammunition depot early 
last month. ^
AFRAID OF SHELLS

The officer, Lieutenant Com-
mander C. L. Bridges, executive 
officer of the naval barracks at 
the depot, testified that he order-
ed the men back to work after 
their initial refusal to handle the 
ammunition.

Their answer, he said, was 
that they were afraid to handle 
it and that they would obey 
any other order than those to 
handle ammunition.
Commander Bridges was barely 

cross-examined by Defense Coun 
sel Lieutenant Gerald E. Veit 
mann. Veltman Instead attempt-
ed to get the testimony stricken 
from the records on the ground 
that the witness could not identify 
any of the 50 defendants as those 
to whom he spoke personally.

Rear Admiral Hugo W. Oster- 
haus, president of the military 
court, denied the defense motion 
with the proviso that such objec-
tions could be admitted at the end 
of the proceedings.
WEEK-LONG TRIAL

The mass trial was expected to 
last the entire week.

Meanwhile, it was disclosed 
by Lieutenant C o m m a n d e r  
FYank Coakley, trial judge ad-
vocate, that 207 other Negro 
sailors who originally refused 
to load ammunition and then 

, went back to work on a third 
order given by Admiral C. H. 
Wright, 12th Naval District 
commandant, were tried in a 
summary courts martial. It was 
revealed that they had been dis- 
citffinyd. -
Admiral Wright addressed the 

entire group of 257 men, who re-
fused to obey Navy commands, ac-
cording to the disclosure, and the 
number of mutineers dwindled to 
44 but later rose to 50.

E Y E  W IT N ESS T ELLS O F A IK
A R M Y L A N D IN G  IN  H O LL A N D

By ROBERT L. FREY  
U nited Press Staff W rite r

° f Palau, together w ith its airfield, 560 miles east of the. Philip-
pines. ■ ~ " i

Arm y troops of the 81st In fan try  division, which landed on 
Anguar Saturday, rolled through^ 
the three - square - mile island 

opposition tnd  pcno- 
trated as much as 1,500 yards .at 
one point.

M arines on Peleliu, six miles 
north o f A nguar, m et stiff re -
sistance, b u t w ith the  support of 
a  steady naval and  a ir  bom bard-
m ent, fanned  ou t fo r  ono-th ird  
of a mile on th e  southw est coast 
and  w ere driving northw ard .
At the same time, General Doug-

las MacArthur’s veteran Army 
forces tightened their grip on 
Morotai, in the Halmaheras at the 
southern end of the American line 
extending around the southeastern 
corner of Mindanao from the 
Palaus.

Southw est Pacific headquar-
te rs  said th e  troops reached all 
the perim eter objectives against 
neglible opposition and  con-
tinued  to  consolidate th e ir  
beachhead.
While construction battalions 

rushed completion of the Pitu air-
field,. 250 miles south of the Philip-
pines, Allied bombers dropped 
more t h l n l l 8  ions - of explosives 
in neutralization raids on other 
Halmahera airdromes.

California Woman 
Clubbed to Death

RENO, Sept. 18 (U.R) — Police 
searched today for the club mur-
derer of Mrs. George Voss, 65, 
wife of George Voss, Santa Bar-
bara, who was attacked by a bur-
glar she found rifling her home 
Saturday night. The burglar ap-
parently entered her home while 
she was dining with her employer, 
Mrs. Cora J. Knight, police said.

K  T O O , H A V E W O N DERED ,
W——  w ■ ,SKU 1# i n  SAVA W I ̂   

$250 Bail Posted in 
Rodeo Assault Charge

Benjamin N. Zachary, painter, 
living at Marquee Hotel, Rodeo, 
arrested on complaint of Michael 
J. Donahue for assault with a 
deadly weapon, was out on bail 
today.

The Rodeo man, arrested Satur-
day night by Constable Eugene 
Shea, was released under f  260 
b%il by Justice Thomas P. Mee-
han.

Allied sky tra ins to talling  285 miles in lj 
forcements and supplies dow n to  L ieu ten J  
H. B rereton’s air-borne arm y fanning th ro | 

\ •-----  ----- :-----«>bold attempt

�  To d ay Stocks
A. T. & T. .........1__161% ....
Cities Service.........L . „  13%
General M otors........ 61%
Montgomery Ward.... 50% __
Standard ....._____ ... 35%
Shell ...........................  22%
Tide-Associated".  14% ....
P. G. & E ........ . 33 33
Transamerica ........  9% 9
Union ....................     18% 18

WITH THE , FIRST ALLIED 
AIRBORNE ARMY OVER HOL-
LAND, Sept. 117.—We are driving 
down into a/hurricane of- flak to 
spill 13 young American para-
troopers onj/he Germans.

Spent fragm en ts o f enem y 
shells b a ttle  off the d n n i i s m  
sides of th is ship nam ed “G row -
ing  Pains.”
The clock shows we have 10 min-

utes to go before the big leap 
begins.

This is the second wave of thou-
sands of Allied airborne troops 
who are leap-frogging the enemy 
lines this afternoon. Ahead of 
us we can see one of our planes 
burning on the gropnd. Others 
are twiste^ into tangled wreckage 
after creak- landings. The going 
is not easy.' ■ 1
CH U TISTS READY 

As the fiak buffets us about para-
troopers stand ready to go. "Their 
chute cords are attached to static 
lines overhead. They are out-
wardly cool and calm.

The pilot, Major Robert Gates, 
Aberdeen, S. D., and leader of this 
squadron, looks up. The flak now 
has subsided a bit and we’re get-
ting ready to start dropping the 
men.

“ T hat’s th e  c l tx t t t  you’ll ev er 
come to  being shot down- en d  
•till ge t by,”  he aay«.

Standing next to me are para-
troopers William Harvey, a medi-
cal aid man from Rowlesburg, W. 
Ba., and Doyle Boothe, Winnsboro, 
S. C. They get the signal to get 
ready to go.

They turn around and shake

hands. The first man leaps. An-
other goes.
“LOOK OUT”

Yellow, green and red chutes 
float down over the rectangular 
green and brown Dutch fields.

“Look ou t you German*, here  
we come,”  one m an shouts as 
he jum ps.
Another first asks: “What do 

we do if we’re hit?”
“First be sure you're hit,”  a 

comrade answers.
“ If  you get th rough  th is one, 

you’re  in th e  South Pacific,”  
ano ther one saya.

On the trip over all the men 
were relaxed. Some slept. Each 
was loaded down with 100 to 150 
pounds of equipment.

At^the briefing this morning a 
message was read to the  men tell*, 
ing them the purpose of their mis-
sion. Flying officers shuffled up  
and down the bare briefing room. 
The last word to them was to check 
their pistols.
TH E T A K EO FF 

Then we were off.
The flight took us over enemy 

territory, and we could see great 
patches of sunlit water surrounded 
by green fields. The Germans had 
flooded vast parts of Holland.

A round us circled  Allied fight-
ers. . T hey flew rings a round  this 
slew-moving tran sp o rt. A t the  

.-first sight o f them  a  T exas para- 
tuooper yelled a  wild end  woolly 
“yippee.”
Our bunch mostly were all vet-

erans of D-Day. •
The crew of this ship included 

Technical Sergeant William Read, 
San Jose, Calif., radioman, and 
Warant Officer A. G. Eberhardt, 
Los Angeles engineer.
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S O V IETS A D V A N C E IN  B A LT IC
LONDON, Sept. 18. <UJF9—The

Berlin Radio said today a deep 
Russian break-through toward the 
Latvian capital of Riga created a 
“critical situation” for German 
troops in the Baltics who would 
be trapped by a 15-mile Spviet

advance to the North Sea.
T he Red A rm y break-through 

carried  h a lf w ay across the  cor-
rid o r the  G erm ans had  main-" 
ta ined  in the  R iga a rea  along 
th e  seacoast th rough  which tens 
o f  thousands o f troops in the  
upp er B altics w are supplied.

Co un ty 
Own D< 
Lo c k  of

AuthorizatiJ 
veyor Joseph 
with construe! 
pound at the [ 
yard was vote! 
Supervisors tc|

The board 
ing of bfds^o | 
and found n 
tractors, who 
larger jobs, 
way oh the coil 
which Barkleyl 
the near futurl

The board a[ 
tion of Betty 
social service 
and appointed! 
nographer atl 
Health Center [

Sutter stre<| 
Subdivision 
was declared a |


