Some Narrow Escapes, Too,
Are Related by Persons
Near the Explosion

Sp«da! to The New You* Timm.

PORT CHICAGO, Calif., July 08
—A description of the Port Chi-

cago explosion was given by K. E
Knapp of Hayward, a railroad

worker who was atop a box car a

mile away when the ammunition
was_ detonated.

‘T saw what looked like a mile-;
high skyrocket, red and white,” he|
"Then came a terrific blast |

said.. 1
and it seemed like star shells were
ﬁllin% the air. Small
metal from the exploded ship be-
gan falling all around.”.

Nils Anderson of San Francisco, |
on_ aj

an engine room officer
freighter in the Bay off Port Chi-
cago, said he was standing on deck
“thinking of nothing in particular”
when "the ship at the pier went
up” and he found himself sitting
down feeling of his throbbing
head. Then he fainted, but not
before noticin% that "the air
seemed full of flying shells.”

Floyd L. Scott, a naval painter,
said he did not remember hearin
a sound “because it was so loud,
I guess,” but suddenly the force
of the explosion shook the build-
ing in which he was working “like
a ferrier shakes a rat,”

"I managed to get to my feet
and started out the door when
there was a second explosion and
I saw barracks go down and the
sound of men screaming.

“Then the ammunition started
%?in%_off. I guess it was about
the biggest barrage of the war.
High “explosives, fragmentation
shells and everything else was
exploding.”

on Partin, gunner’s mate third
class, of Klamath Falls, Ore., de-
cided he was lucky to be alive. He
had liberty yesterda% he Alated,
to R;}t his wife on a bus for home.

“When I left her,” he said, “I
told her I woujd return right to
my snip. I reported to San Pablo
Point, and was told it had been
moved to Port Chicago. I was on
a bus for Port- Chicago when we
heard the explosion.”

Partin was s8Sddgned'f by the
knowledge that his close friend,
C. R. Holansworth, searrtan, first
class, was standing watch for him.

Reporter Was Impressed

PORT CHICAGO, Calif., July 18
(Pi—From Orinda, twenty miles
awal, last night’s Port Chicago
ship Explosion appeared "to fiill the
sky With flame,” Jack S. McDow-
ell, San Francisco Call-Bulletin
staff writer, said today.

McDowell, in Orinda when the
blast occurred, wrote:
\~There was a blinding flash that
literally filled the sky with flame.

“It was followed by other flashes
of less intensity, and then a dull,
very odd, orangeish glow mat
seemed to hang in the sky for as
long as ten or fifteen minutes.
Then it all went black.’

McDowell said almost ,a half
minute elapsed between- the first

pieces of

THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 194,

Two bits of wreckage sticking out of Suisun Bay were all that remained of the vessels
Associated Press Wirephot*

Automobiles parked near the dock area of Port Chicago, Calif., were blown apart. Iy the background are the ruins of one of the docks

Staffs Reach Scene Swiftly
Care for Civilian Injured
and Help Homeless

Special to Tbi New York Times. m

PORT CHICAGO, Calif., Jtfty 18
—Hardly had the concussion of the
Port Chicago munitions blast sub-
sided when disaster relief workers
of tho American Red Cross moved
on the devastated area with blood
plasma, cots and blankets.

Officials and volunteers of the |

chapters at Martinez, Vallejo and
Oakland, on the east and north]
sides of San Francisco Bay, felt
the shock, rushed for telephones
and then hurried here. Within half
an hour the first Red Cross aides
were at work among the wounded.

Forty minutes after the ammu-1
nition went off Don G. Cramer, di-
rector of disaster relief for* the
Pacific area, was on the scene.
His home is at Antioch, ten miles
or so from Port Chicago. He heard
the blast, called headquarters at
San Francisco, phoned quick or-
ders to surrounding chapters and
sped to the wrecked area,j

Verne Simmons, Red Cross Pa-
cific area manager, and Raymond
Barrows, assistant manager, who
Uvea at S»n Mateo forty miles dia-

Associated Press Wir-ephdoftU. S. Navy)

Sailors’ barracks were shattered and windows broken throughout a wide area of the section
Associated Press Wirephoto

commanded the of that a lighted match or cigarette
troops might have caused the explosion.
C t G in hi In the Federal District Court at
aptain Goss, 1n his statement at §ap  Francisco during the day
a press conference, paid high Judge A. F. St. Sure sentenced a
Iribute to rescue and relief work- marine fireman to ninety days in
ers, saying that the absence of jail for smoking aboard a ship
lights and power, coupled with the which was loading munitions at
fact that the night was "extremely Richmond last week.
cold,” offered serious handicaps. “It’s high time we put a stop to terday from county canvassing
"This morning,” he said, “we this smoking on ships carrying ex- boards. Complete unofficial returns
were pleased to learn that not one plosives,” Judge St. Sure declared for the State’s fifty-three counties
injured man could be found at Port from the bench. “It is difficult to gave Nye 38,169; Stambaugh, 37,-
Chicago.” %13; Representative Usher L. Bur--
He hailed "the grand cooperation diek, 35,680, and A. C. Townley,
of the Army.” 1,296. These- figures, however, are
I He described last ni%ht’s ship- not final.
loading operation as "merely a
routine one, as we have loaded
many, many ships at the port.”
"As the work was being done by
enlisted personnel, we had heavy
supervision and as a result heziy
officer loss,....he...declared. “We
had very few seriously infured
among the enlisted personnel and

detachment

Germicide-BooS$ter Discovered
LOS ANGELES, July 18 UP—
Discovery of a booster said to mul-
tiply the power of germicides five
to thirty times was reported today
by Dr. Anthony J. Salle, associate
rofessor of bacteriology,on the
os Angeles campus 0ftl% Univer-
sity of California. An oitidation-
reduction system composed of one
iLJegljfEaftiirea .and serjtnis sentences have been fines of $25 to oxidized and one reduced inorganic

The walls of the Port Chicago theatre were blown in by the force of the blast

Associated Press Wlrephoto

and debris, A motorist described

the rising mass of fiery debris as thege are being taken care’M at
"a’Mlaming doughnut. . near-by military hospital)!. ijf-jthe
_As the force of the. explosion was casualties the most? seAdSse’are
dissipated.-air rushed in to fill the;

Concussion Coincides
With Movie Bomb Scene
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(/P—Frond Orinda, twenty miles
away, last nights Port Chicago

Officials and volunteers of the
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ship explosion appeared “to fiill the Isides of San Francisco Bay, feltl

sky with
ell,

staff writer, said today.

flame," Jack

McDowell, in Orinda when the j

blast occurred, wrote:
"There was a blinding flash that
literally filled the sky with flame.
“It was followed by other flashes
of less intensity, and then a dull,
very odd,

long as 'ten or fifteen minutes.
Then it all went black.' >

McDowell said almost .a half
minute elapsed between the first
flash and the sound of the first
blast.

Then “a series of terrifically
loud explosions was accompanied
by a fast movement of wind and
air,” he reported.

Other explosion eyewitnesses re-
ports were:

Chief Steward L. A. Fitzgerald
of one of the two blasted ammuni-
tion ships escaped death because
he was off duty—having a drink
in a Port Chicago bar.

“The concussion broke the glass
in my hand,” he said. “I was blown
across the room and thought the
Japs were bombing us.

There were eighty-six men
aboard my ship. Only fifteen of us
are alive.” ;

George Wildes, Pittsburg police
officer who' saw the explosion from
a farm five miles from Port Chi-
cago said:

"It looked like a lot of fire-
works—big sparklers going up and
trickling down. A huge ball of fire
in the ntiddle kept going straight
up. Then the explosion came;
batted me around like I was a toy;
pushed my car over on the wrong
side of the highway; threw dirt in
my face.”

Seaman Morris E. Rich of Tut-
tle. Okla., said that all but eleven
of his felloNy crew members of one
of the ammunition ships which
blew up last night were missing.

"l wasjust returning to the
ship from Martinez when I saw it
explode," he said.

Pfc. John Kintz, a marine from
Belle Vernon, near Pittsburgh, Pa.,
was knocked unconscious while

San .Francisco Call-Bulletin'

orangeish glow matjSan Francisco, p
Seemed to hang in the sky for as ders to surroundin

S. McDow- the shock, rushed for telephones]
urrti,ed here. Within halfl

and_ then
an hour the first Red Cross aides
were at work among the wounded,

Forty minutes after the ammu-
nition went off Don G. Cramer, di-
rector of disaster relief for* the
Pacific area, was on the scene.
His home is at Antioch, ten miles
or so from Port Chicago. He heard
the blast, called headquarters at
honed quick or-
chapters and
sped to the wrecked area.

Verne Simmons, Red Cross Pa-
cific area manager, and Raymond
Barrows, assistant manager, who
ives at San Mateo, forty miles dis-
tant, hurried to headquarters.

Temporary Hospitals Set Up

First Red Cross concern was for
the civilian casualties, since the
Navy had its relief organization
atwork. Cars_ of doctors and
nurses had priority.

The Hotel Clyde at Port Chicago
was ordered evacuated and some of
the injured were taken there. A
school house damaged by the ex-
plosion was also used as’a tempo-
rary hospital. Other injured were
taken to hospitals at Martinez and
Concord.

A base was set up In the Veter-
ans Memorial Building for the
treatment of the less serious%?/ in-
jured, chiefly those cut by flying
glass or bits of flying wood or
plaster.

At first, with all electric lines
down, the Red Cross workers toiled
with flashlights. A carnival at a
near-by town closed at once and
rushed its mobile illuminating
equipment to the blast scene.
Emergency lighting equipment was
also trucked from Red Cross ware-
houses in San Francisco.

The Red Cross estimated that
350 houses and thirty business
structures were damaged. Wall-
board and nails for repairs were
rushed from San Francisco.

Data on Civilians Compiled

Disaster case workers compiled
information on civilians of the
area to be supplied to relatives and
friends. A special staff at head-
quarters in San Francisco handled
inquiries which ran into the hun-

taking a shower. He said the walls .04

of the marine barracks crumpled
under the“impact and several men
were injured but none was killed.

PRESIDENT IS OPPOSED

BY VA]\TEW@RMICK}% for five days to
- 7 the gas

By The UxUte&JftMM,

HARRISBURG, Mly 18—
Vance C McCormick, newspaper

ublisher and former chairman of

"the Democratic National Commit-
tee. saidj today that his papers
would not support President Roose-
velt in the coming election.

In an editorial prepared for pub-
lication tomorrow, I\Er McCormick

reds.

Mobile kitchens went into the
area. The Martinez chapter called
in its canteen staff and by dawn
had food units set up. Breakfast
was prepared for 1,000 to 1,200
persons and relief feeding will go

w&ek becane

was turned off promptly

after the explosion as a safeguar
against fire and will not be turned
on again until every connection m
every house is thoroughly tested.

In the middle of a Port Chicago
street a Salvation Army canteen
was posted, serving coffee, sand-
wiches, doughnuts, cigarettes and
candy.

said his papers had foreseen that' -WARNS LIQUOR INDUSTRY

the New'"Dei.l "would not be con-
tent with twelve 'years in the
White Hopse*' when they opposed
Mr. 'Roosevelt's election to a third
tertn.

“The Patriot and Evenin
News, Which four years ago coulﬁ
not support President Roosevelt
for a third term, clearly cannot
sanction ~the greater violence to
American tradition in a fourth
term," Mr. McCormick declared.

Mr. McCormick, a member of the War Production Board

President Wilsons “Little War
Cabinet” and his economic adviser
at the Versailles Peace Conference,

Seagram’s Head Urges Square
Deal for Public in 'Holiday’

Special to Tot Niw You* Timis .

DULUTH, Minn., July 18—
Liquor distillers were warned to-
day by Frank R. Schwengel, presi-
dent of Seagram & Sons, Inc., to
transmit to the public and to the
trade “quality production” bene-
fits as the result of the order of
ermit-
ting resumption of the distillation

of potable spirits.
e spoke at the National Confer-

said he would support Mr. Roose- ence of State Liquor Administra-
velt if he thought the success of tors here.

£, naitr.it nt nl-

fiii
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The walls of the Port Chicago theatre were blown in by the force of the blast

AT LEAST 350 DEAD
IN BLAST ON COAST

Continued From Page 1

the water. Twisted stacks of lum-
ber and rubbish were everywhere.
A railroad track running out to
the wrecked pier was dipping al-
most into the bay. Barracks at the
loading station ~were demolished
and other structures, including a
carpenter shop, had disintegrated.

bservers had to take the word
of Navy spokesmen that two ships
had been tied up at the pier when
the blasts went off at about 10:20
P. M. (1:20 A. M,, New York time).
The twisted bow o”one ship lay on
its side, tprotruding twenty feet or
so out of the bay. A hundred feet
away a propeller shaft was visible.
Debris littered the water, but the
ships, except for these parts, had
sunk or been scattered. One sailor
reported that a piece of sternpost
landed in his barracks room a half
mile away.

Port Chicago, with a peacetime
opulation of about 1,500, lies a
ew miles west of the confluence of
the Sacramento and San Joaquin
Rivers, where they empty into
Suisun Bay, an arm of San Fran-
cisco Bay.

In the development of the war
loading port the Navy built acres
of two-story barracks for pier
workers. The barracks are a half-
mile out of town. The population
of the barracks, all of which, were
lamaged, with many left uninhabit-
able, was put at around 14Qp.

It was reported unofficially that
most of the sailors working the
loading shift at the time of the ex-
plosion were Negroes.

Tribute by Admiral Wright

Rear Admiral C. H. Wright,
commandant of the Twelfth Naval
District, declared that all of those

4 killed gave their lives “in the serv-

ice of their country.”

“Their sacrifice could not have
been “had it oc-
curred on &IwWMRik or-* beach-
head on the war fronts. Their con-
duct w-as in keePing with the high-
est traditions of the United States
naval service.”

The destroyed vessels were the
10,000-ton Quinault Victory, a Vic-
tory ship delivered a week ago by
the Oregon Shipbuilding Corpora-
tion at Portland, Ore., and the
7,500-ton E. A. Bryan, a Liberty
ship delivered by Richmond Yard
No. 2 March 8. Both yards are in
the Henry J. Kaiser organization.
The Quinault Victory was operated
by the United States Steamship
Lines and the Bryan by the Olive-
humjl Olson Company.” The dam-
aged tanker was a Red Line ship.

One of the ships, according to
Captain Goss, was loaded with
“several thousand tons of explo-

sives” and the other was “only
slightly loaded” when the blasts
occurred. )

Capt.'! John Hendrickson and

sivven members of his cr#w of for-

I

Concussion Coincides
With Movie Bomb Scene

By The Aseodated Pres*.

PORT CHICAGO, Calif,, July
18—As a result of the ammuni-
tion ship explosion, * mile and a
half away, 195 movie theatre
patrons in this town had a
miraculous story to tell today.

They were watching a war
film filled with bombipg scenes
last night. Then the wall blew in.

Joe Meyer, owner-manager of
the theatre, said that he was

operating the projector when the
explosion occujged, just as a
bombing scene with all its noise
came on the screen.

He did not hear the ship blowing
up, but one wall of the theatre
caved in. Members of the audi-
ence, he said, got outj safely with
only minor scratches.

damage had not been even greater
A munition train standing hardly
more than a city block from the
water’s edge was undamaged
Other freight cars dotted the res-
ervation, but most gf them were
unscathed. N

In the main barra$fe*area, every
wndow was blown out. Some of

the war-built structures collapsed,qu&/\ﬁs&%@&f theC

The sides of others were blown
out.

In Port Chicago the wall of a
theatre was crushed, but with in-
jury to only a few in the audience.
At the Santa Fe depot broken
glass stowed the floor. Store
windows were smashed. A main
street grocer, Pop Graham, found
that 1,500 glasses of jellies and
preserves had been broken. #

The town was left without gas,
electricity or running water. But
late tonight the water su ply was
"reasona%ly well restore(i’ relief
workers announced, and progress
was being made toward re-estab-
lishing electric and telephone serv-

ice.
A man who was ﬂassed through
the lines by State highway police
and militasj/u sentries” at about 5
A. M., said that he had waited for
hours on the outskirts afraid to go
to his home.

“I work in the steel mill over ip
Pittsburgh,” he said, “L have a
wife and five kids. I was afraid to
come home. I was afraid they Ml
were dead. My house is gone. But
the family’s safe.”

The clock in the Port Chicago
Hotel stopped at 10:19. This was
the time the blast shook the bay
area so hard that its force was
registered on the seismograph of
the Univewrity of California at
Berkeley.

As pieced together by the au-
thorities, the basic story is about
as follows:'

Gangs of Navy enlisted men,
wdrking as stevedores, were well
along in the loading of the %uin-
aultg\/ictory with a cargo of high
explosives of all types for use in
the Allied «ffqruu.e in the Pacific.
The Bryan was tied up near by and

Associated Press Wirephoto

and debris. A motorist described
the rising mass of fiery debris as
“a Alaming doughnut.”

As the force of the explosion was
dissipated, air rushed in to fill the
atmospheric vacuum. Its force was

One 200-pound ship fragment
sailed more than two miles.

Dgbria was hurled out into the
bay for hundreds of yards. A
warning was sent out for small
craft to proceed through the adja-
cent waters with care.

Disaster relief units, military
and civilian, formed early in the
war to act in case of a },apanese
attack, swung swiftly into motion.
Doctors, nurses and hospital facili-
ties throughout the bay area were
“alerted.”  Ambulances were sent
from points as far distant as Sac-
ramento, sixty miles away. The
number of civilian casualties was
large, but few of the injuries were
expected to be fatal.

or the first few hours relief
workers labored in darkness or
with flashlights. Before dawn
brilliant floodlights illuminated the
scene, but the full scope of the dis-
aster was not revealed until day-
light.

Communications Hampered -

Long after the explosion was

felt in San Francisco and more dis-
tant places the exact location was
ommunications were
Navy got piecemeal
information by short-wave radio.
Cars with no official business were
shunted off the roads to wait until
the doctors, nurses and ambulances
had got through.
- Rear Admiral Henry F. Bruns,
in charge of docks and construc-
tion, visited the disaster scene. As
Navy investigators went over the
ground, agents of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation announced
that they were not participating in
the inquiry.

The relief work on the naval
reservation_ was supervised b
Capt. Merrill Kinne, its command-
ing officer, who kept on the job in
spite of slight injuries. A "Navy
spokesman said that many of the
men in the barracks were asleep
and that the casualties in the resi-
dential area of the reservation were
confined to injuries.

First calls “for fire equipment,
sent out at the time of the explo-
sions, were soon canceled. The fire
was confined to the pier area and
was quickly under control.

Many in the area agreed on es-
sentially the following:

“We thought it was the Japs
bombing us.’

Many, especially persons living
down the peninsula, south of San
Francisco and as far as”ninet
miles from the explosion scene, feﬁ
a slight tremor and thought an-
other earthquake had struck the
bay area Some near Port Chicago
were thrown from their beds. Win-
dows were broken in towns as far
as twenty miles away.

All day long sightseers were
kept out of the community. After
Sheriff Long had called for help
in policing the vicinity soldiers
were sent in with an armored car
mounting an anti-tank gun. They

Thad ver

troops.
Captain Goss, in his statement at
a press conference, paid high

might have caused the explosion
In the Federal District Court at
San Francisco during the day
Judge A. F. St. Sure sentenced a

tribute to rescue and relief work- marine fireman to ninety days in

ers, saying
lights and power, coupled with the
fact that the night was “extremely
cold,” offered serious handicaps.

“This morning,” he said, “we
were pleased to learn that not one
injured man could be found at Port
Chicago.”

He hailed “the grand cooperation
of the Army.”

He described last night’s ship-
loading operation as “merely a
routine one, as we have loaded
many, many ships at the port.”

“As the work was being done by
enlisted personnel, we had heavy
supervision and as a result heavy
officer loss,” he declared. “We

few seriously inf'ured
among the enlisted personnel and
these are being taken care of at
near-by military hospitals. Of the
casualties the most serious are
several leg fractures and serious
eye injuries.”

Vhmih>

that the absence of jail for smokin

aboard a ship
which was loading munitions at
Richmond last week.

“It’s high time we put a stop to
this smoking on ships carrying ex-
losives,” Judge St. Sure declared
rom the bench. “It is difficult to
impress upon you men that you
are subjecting ‘ships, crews, civil-
ians and property to a grave dan-
ger. You might have caused hun-
reds of deaths and destroyed thou-
sands of dollars worth of prop-

ertzrf.”

ictor J. Samulis, 31, who re-
ceived the sentence, had pleaded
guilty, but said he had not been
told of the smoking ban.

He was the twentieth person sen-
tenced in the bay area for smokin
on munitions ships since April
when the Coast Guard began a
drive against the practice. Most

, Los Angeles campus

BISMARCK. N. D,, July-18 (T-
Senator Gerald P. Nye held a lead
of 956 votes over Lynn U. Stam-
baugh of Fargo for the Republican
nomination for Senator in North
Dakota’s primary election June 27,
accordin% to unofficial reports yes-
terday from county canvassing
boards. Complete unofficial returns
for the State’s fiftg—three counties
gave Nye 38,169; Stambaugh, 37,-

13; Representative Usher L. Bur-
dick, 35,680, and A. C. Townley,
1,296. These. figures, however, are
not final.

Germicide-Booster Discovered

LOS ANGELES, July 18 UP—
Discovery of a booster said to mul-
tiply the. power of germicides five
to thirty times was reported today
by Dr. Anthony J. Salle, associate
professor of bacteriology,on the
th« Univer-
sity of California. An oStidation-
reduction system composed of one

sentences have been fines of $25 to oxidized and one reduced inorganic
1 1 ur $250 or jail terms up to thirty!salt, such as ferric and a ferrous
estimated at 150 miles an hour, i Unofficially, some persons thought days.

‘chloride, forms the booster, he said.

but Saving is always in Fashion!

War or peace—depression or prosper-
ity-1859 or 1944—saving money is
everlastingly “the thing.” Since
Central Savings Bank opened its
doors just 85 years ago, our deposi-
tors have multiplied in number from
44 to over 189,000; deposits have
risen from $7,670 on the first day of
July, 1859,to more than $200,000,000

Central, we

ton our eighty-fifth anniversary.
It To those depositors who have
helped us prosper through the years,
we wish to offer our deep apprecia-
tion. And if you are one of those who
have not yet opened your account at

cordially invite you to

step in and follow a very old and yet
a very modern fashion.
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FACE Convention Tocay ATLESSTSOD) B RITISH RIP LINES

MANY-SIDEDRATHE

\
Opponents of Wallace Fail to
Agree on Single Man to Bear
Brunt of the Contest

TRUMAN DRAWS SUPPORT

Senator Is Unwilling to Make
Race— CIO Leaders Oppose

the Boom for Byrnes

ty TURNER CATLEDGE
Special to Tea Nr* you Tmn.
CHICAGOTr July 18—With Vice
President Wallace rushing here
from Washington to fight person-
ally £offete"tonofn|pg|lon and: his

opponsr ~ ~ S*jglherately but
thus to center
on a th1-Democratic Na-
tional Convention, scheduled to

open at fee Chicago Stadium at
11:30 A. M. tomorrow, appeared to-
night to face the real possibility of
an oldjtirne Democratic battle
royal over the selection of a run-
ning mate for President Roosevelt.

Sluing to forestall this possibil-
ity, an increasing number of Snti-
Wapace leaders were making a su-
preme effort to line their forces
behind Senator Harry S. Truman
of Missouri. j

This was taking Mace at the,end
of a day which buzzed with ruijiors
and counter-rumorgj concerning the
opposition to Jams)
the Congress of Inc|iilM M ||[HH
zations and other groups, snorBW
ditional reports that the President
therefore would possibly ask his
Director of War Mobilization not to
perfnit his name to go before the
convention.

Mr. Wallace’s opponents consid-
ered theiidelves free to- proceed
following Mr. Roosevelt’s mild;*11"
dorsement of his 1940 running
mate fe a letter which reached the
convention last night and the
edded <remack thecein **ibat fee
choice was up to the convention,

Bynles “Stock" Seems to S%>

Mr. *Byrnes was iregarded Until
this morning as the focal point of
forces intent on preventing the re-
nominktion of Mr. Wallace. His
stock (appeared to slip markedly,
however, after word was put about
that Philip Murray, president of

» f¥TO. and Sidney Hillman,

Sollows:

Special to Ths New T ou Tntes.
CHICAGO, July 18— The pro-
gram of the Democratic National
Convention for its first day is as
\%
W ednesday, July. 19 «
FIRST SESSION
11:30 A. M., C. W- T.
Convention called to jorder by

Robert E. Hannegan, .national
chairman.
Invocation —The Right Rev.

John Zelezinski, Chicago. |

National Anthem —Nona,Vann,
Chicago Civic Opera Company.
m Call for convention, read fgy Mrs.
Dorothy Vredenburgh of Alabama,
secretary, Democratic j National
Committee.

Welcoming Speeches jj—Mayor
Edward J. Kelly of Chicago and
Senator Lucas of Illinois.

Presentation of distinguished
visitors.

Remarks by Edfen W. Pauley,
director of the convention.

Appointment of committees on
credentials, permanent organiza-
tion, rules and ordei ofjbusiness,
on resolutions and platfonh.

SECOND SESSION!
8:15 P. M., C. W,j Tt

Called to order by Chairman
Hdnnegan.

Invocation —The Rev. Harrison
R. Anderson, Chicago, i *

Patriotic Song—Phil Rpgan.

Address—Mr. Hannegain, chair-
man of national committee.

Address—Mrs. Charles  Tillett
of North Carolina, assistant chair-
man, national committed

Keynote address—Govi Robert*
S. Kerr of Oklahoma.

DEWEY CHARGES
WARBAUOT PLOT

.*_fe_

Hel Says ‘'Financial' Group Is

'Playing Politics’ With Soldier
Vote Rights !

Special to TB NIW Teas Ton*.

ALBANY, "July 18-4-Governor
Dewey declared today that a group
with  “Onlimited financial re-
sources’ was "playing polities with
the right of New Yorfc State’s
fighting ineft to" Votl."' p \-

He said that those advocating
the use of the supplementary Fed-
eral ballot In New York ignored
the fact that such ballots; could
not be counted under fee State
Constitution.

The Republican nominee did not
identify the group he chajrgeid with
a "campaign of deceit," jin 'a pre-
pared statement, but feme ele-

ASUNHIONS SUPS-
BLOW DP ON COAST

Two Vessels Being Loaded at
Port Chicago Explode, Killing'
Virtually Ail at Spot

NAVY TOLL IS 200 TO 250

Enlisted Men Were Working
as Stevedores— 70 in Crews
Die— Wide Land Damage

By LAWRENCE E DAVIES
Special to Tbs Niw York To o *.

PORT CHICAGO, Calif,, July
18—Three hundred and fifty or
more persons were Killed in the
double explosion which shattered
two munitions ships late last night,
wrecked a Navy loading pier and
left a "scorched earth” scene In
this war boom town, forty miles
northeast of San Francisco.

Material damage caused by the
blast, one of the most disastrous
in the country’s history, was put at
more than 15,000,000, excluding the
value of the thousands of tons of
munitions blown up. The muni-
tions ships, both almost new, were
valued at about 14,300,000. A
Coast Guard crash boat and a fire
barge also were destroyed and a
tanker was damaged.

Hundreds of persons, possibly as

many as a thousand, were injured.
Every building in a radius of two

three miles was razed or dam-

Many stood at crazy angles,
at with walls caved in

The death toim _
nel, exclusive of members of the
armed guard aboard the ships, was
listed' as "between 200 and 250,”
with some Officials “guessing.”
Nine Navy officers supervising the
loading of the ships by sailors lost
their lives, as did fifteen Coast
Guardsmen. Seventy Maritime
Commission seamen’ were killed®
Three civilian railroad worker* rid-
ing on a locomotive arid two cars
near the explosion ecene kwt
never sec$a again arid fee pieces Of
the train were scattered over a
wide area.

No civilian residents of the blast
area are known «o have been killed

Six of the injured were at work
in the Benicia Arsenal seven miles
across the bay from Port Chicago

Tl Paul G. Rutten. commanding
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TJiIREE CENTS nrswroRki

AS 57,000 NAZI PRISONERS WERE PARADED IN MOSCOW

Some of PBrs OdluIerSp csll)1 urcﬁ on lthg W hite

Umezu Heads Armyin Shuffle
Laid to Saipan as Premier
Discloses INational Crisis

T

if: After a five-feontft term as active
head of the Japanese Army toi ths
concurrent position of Chieftof
Staff, Premier General Hideki
Tojo was 'Traieved” of that job
yesterday In k drastic ney High
Command shake-up that was ac-
companied by fee first Japanese

acknowledgment of fee Ics* ef
qffttamwit Its Praffitlff

N

r

Soviet Troops Gain 31 Miles
Through a 124-Mile Breach

By W. H. LAWRENCE
By Vflrtle*» to Tk i N*w Youe Tnaw.

MOSCOW, Wednesday, July 19—A great new offensive aimed
at the very heart qf Germany was announce” late last night by
MarshgT Joseph SfefeM wudfe”t forces Offes First Ukraine
jEroatin three daft hka driven thirty”one miles through a 124-

mile-wide .h*aacfc?P

m m , "-ckfttiifed

points and eroSsed the feigRiver
almost at the 1941 * #t-P ailisb
frontier 1_]

[The ‘1939 Polish par ition line
was reached at gkomnfetkhi, fee
Russian midnight ‘>mmunifad4
ftid,J

nJ' -
The new drive, led by-Marshal Drive Between Florence and

front, being marched through fee str%}e]etill

e So l
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Aijnericaft, British and Dbminjlori
Planes IniThousands! Blast

it for 4 Hours

By JAMES MacDONALD
'\i »i {fetet>t w wr*y « s ViIMt

fotc RBldlopfcoto)

tm caeN sRCfbOH July g
18—Oi"e of fee mightiest air foycej|

ASSAULT

Armor Stteal
i Into Open Country
| Engage Germans

PACED BY RECORD BOMH
R
Americans Cull Road to LS

and Periefs, Report]

| Abandoned by Foe5

1By DREW JffDDDLETO'j
j By C&bleto t n New York TnncA.

SUPREME HEADQUAR]Ij
Allied Expeditionary 1|
Wednesday, July 19—The Ej
Second Army has cracked feel
man defensive I position a|
Caen in the successful openij

major offensive.

British armjored formatloAl
mmobile troops streamed onll
flat open country east of feM
River and southeast of Cafr
night to clash With elite C
armored dlvisioris in a cruci<
tie. The break-ferough, thil
Significant action on the Norrl
front since the rail of Cherij
w fe preceded ana supported
Heaviest air assault ever tail
against an Army in the field. [

Lancasters and Halifaxes
Royal Air Force’s Bomber|
maud, Liberators of the
States Eighth Air Force anj
ra,uders and HaVoc” of the
j*r"SForce blasted enemy
pfefts, field, batteries, treel
benthations arid fuel, ammij
and food dumps with mor!
7,000 tons of bfeabe befweej
and 10 A. M. yesterday.
ee_ Brifefe army

e breaches In ¢hj
nnA, on eastern ae

that eVer took”"to thA ffe-fioo-mlle front, fee hard-

ads of AinericSn, British

Dominions bombers and fljghfe”.

infahtrymen of the America!
*Army fought their way ijj

bombers—struck laweaome UpV"S L0, jfee hinge of the Gem]

St every enemy target gitidns on the western sect}
northeast, east and southeast of captured fee German str*



Seeding to forestall ttus posstDil-
iCy, an increasing number of anti-
W allace leaders were making s su-
preme effort to line their forces
behind Senator Harry S. Truman
of Missouri.

This was taking place at the end
of a day which buzzed with rumors
and counter-rumors concerning the
opposition to James F. Byrnes by
the Congress of Industrial Organi-
zations and other groups, and ad-
ditional reports that the President
therefore would possibly ask his
Director of War M obilization not to
permit/his name to go before the
convepfeion.

Mr. Wallace's opponents consid-
ered themselves free to' proceed
following Mr. Roosevelt’s mild en-
vdorsement of his 1940 ruruting
mate in a letter which reached the
convention 7& flast night «“<
added remask ihesebwthat .the
choice was up to.#* convention.

Byrnes H8to"k** S®ems to 81"

Mr. Byrnes Kras regarded im til
this morning as the focal point of
forces Intent on preventing the re-
nomination of Mr. Wallace. His
stock appeared to slip markedly
however, after word was put about
that Philip Murray, president of
the CIO, and Sidney Hillman,
chairman of the CIO Political Ac-
tion Committee, opposed him.

Mr. Murray and Mr. Hillman de-
nied at an afternoon press confer-
ence that th.ey were "against” IMr.
Byrnes or anyone else. They said
that they w*to simply “for" Mr.
W allace, for whom they have tong
been fighting, and would stand

with him to the end.
Mr. Wallace’s friends, mean-

while, experienced a considerable
lift in spirits, following a few
hours of virtual despair after the
disclosure of the President’s letter.
One of the possibilities was that
Mr. Roosevelt would be asked in
the final stages tor designate his
choice, and that he would again de-
mand Mr. Wallace, as he did in
1940, Or turn to Associate Justice
William O. Douglas.

Favorite Sons In Background

Senator Alben W. Barkle® of
Kentucky and at least a dozen
other 'fbopefuls” stayed in the
background as the Vice-Presiden-
tial content was intensified. None
of them seemed to be picking up
strength, so far as word-of-mouth
conversation around the Chicago
hotels would* indicate. Mr. Bark-
ley was endorsed by the Kentucky
delegation in a caucus; Gov. J.
Melville Broughton of North C*ro-
lina was put forwa# j j "
gation and several other
tions endorsed favorite sons. " p]

Mr. Byrnes was not to be con-
sidered entirely out of the picture,
although it was generally under-
stood that he would not go to the
post without the President’s con-
sent. i

Report* that Senator Truman
was to be the choice of the anti-
Wallace forces were heard in the
New pork State delegation at a
dinner and cocktail party. Earlier
in the day, it was stated, E<Jwar<i
J. Fryim, New York mnational
committeeman, in a conference
witn leaders, informed them that
the decision of the Wallace oppo-
nents was to back Senator Tru-
man, and that the New York dele-
gation might be voting for him, at
least'after the first ballot. The
group agreed to accede to this de-

Keynote addrekJjrGovi Robert?
S. 'Kerr of OklahdmfL

W ill BALLOT PLOT

m Says ‘Financial’ Group Is
‘Playing Politics’ With Soldier
Vote Rights [

Special to Th* NSWYOU Turn*.
ALBANY, July 18—Governor
Dewey declared today that a group
with  “unlimited financial re-
sources’ was "playing politics with

tions ships, both almost new, were
valued at about $4,800,000. A
Coast Guard crash boat and a fire
barge also were destroyed and a
tanker was damaged.

Hundreds of persons, possibly as
many as a thousand, were injured.
Every building in a radius Of two
or three miles was razed or dam-
aged. Many stood at crazy angles,
roofless or with wadis caved in.

Summary of Death Toll

The death toll of Navy person-
nel, exclusive of members of the
armed guard aboard the ships, was
listed as “between 200 and 250,”
with some officials “guessing.l
Nine Navy officers supervising the
loading of the ships by sailors lost
their lives, aa did fifteen Coast
Guardsmen. Seventy Maritime
Commission seamen’ were Killed).

the tight of NeW York State’dlhree civilian railroad workers tid-

fighting meh to votfe." p \

He said that those advocating
the use of the supplementary Fed-
era! ballot in New York ignored
the fact that such ballots could
not be counted under the State
Constitution.

The Republican nominee did not
identify the group he charged with
a “campaign of deceit,” in a pre
pared statement, but some ele-
ments of the CIO have been con-
ducting a campaign to biting about
use of the Federal ballot by N*w
York service men and wpnien. A
delegation of 800 persons came to
Albany last week to urge the Gov-
ernor to authorize use of the Fed
eral ballot.

The Governor asserted that the
State soldier vote was drawn to fit
precisely Title 2 of thf Federal
lawl and that it was a i*mddel of
sim plicity.”

TEXT OF STATEMENT

Following is the text cif the for-
mal statement:

‘Tor some time nowj a group
with unlimited financial {resources
has been playing partisan politics
with the right of New York State’s
fighting men to vote. Instead of
helping soldiers to yote, they have
distributed millions of xpisfeading
circulars designed to confuse both
the public mind and tint mind of
soldiers. It is time this campaign
of deceit'was labeled and exposed.

“Accordingly, I urge all families
and friends of members of the
armed services immediately to
write to them, telling them the
truth about their right tjo vote in
the State of New York. |

“The New York soldier vote law
U a m tfkl of simplicity, drawn to
BApKSmy Title 2 of the Fed—
b SP* Every member of tjhe armed
forces all over the world kill be

Continued on Page H

ing on a locomotive and two cars
near the explosion scene kkt
never seep again and the pieces of
the train were scattered over
wide area.

No civilian residents of the blast
area are known 'to have been killed.

Six of the injured were at work
in the Benicia Arsenal seven miles
across the bay from Port Chicago
CoL Paul G. Rutten, commanding
officer of the arsenal, estimated
damages to arsenal buildings at
about $180,000.

Capt N. H. Goss, commanding
officer of the naval [ammunition
depot at Mare Island, who has ju
risdiction over the Port Chicago in
stallation, voiced the belief that
the cause of the explosion never
would be known.

“We have no basis for giving
any cause,” he said, “as there are
no close survivors t* give evidence
of what happened.”

Navy Inquiry Expected

The Navy Department was ex
pected to make a formal investiga
tion.

The. blast area, including Port
Chicago and Martinez, was put uri
der quasi-martial law as Sheriff
James Long of Contra Costa Coun-
ty called for military aid in polic
ing it

Doubt was expressed that many
of the bodies ever would be identi
fied. It may be days,before the
death roster is cqmpletf. A Navy
spokesman said that no’death list
would be made public until the
next of kin had been notified.

Newspaper men, admitted to the
area ten hours after, the explosion.
step why some residents thought
a”first that there had been an

m bombing. Acres of pier had
tops
of pUes sticKm!

Continued on Page 14

Race Issue Snarls the Platform;
Southerners Halt Compromise

By CfiARLES E. EGAN

special (to Tn Nrw tom Tone.

CHICAGO, July 18—Sharp con-
troversy over the radialjissue
stirred $he Democratic resolutions
committee today as it labored to
complete an acceptable platform
for presentation to the national
convention on Thursday, 7

Insistence of leaders; <€ the
Congress of Industrial Organiza-
tions and Negro group* that a

Aj;statement by Mr. Murray that
labor demanded a courageous
stand on the racial issue,iand a
telegram sent by Edgar C Brawn
director of the National Negro
Council to. President Roosevelt,

tvg him to take definite action
to pledge his party to approve
Negro demands and implement
them by legislation, provoked rr
W faert antho part of the S8outh*

. N h
Some of Hittdf's soldiers, captured on %nb

white
wnné

front;) bemg) marched through the streﬁg ogltllll,ii Soviet cgﬁtal .

APANDROSTON) -Soviet T roops Gain 31 Miles
ASHEP OFSpp Through a 124-Mile Breach

By W. H. LAWRENCE
B» WVelen to Tet Niw Tout Taos.

Urftezu Heads Army in Shuffle

Laid to Sajipan as Premier

Diielotee Nati“ial Crisis
™1 Se. -

V-

After* ftv*taohtlite« H  o&*!**'
head of the Japanese Army in the
concurrent position/ of Chief “of
Staff, Premier General Hideki
Tojo was “rettievedi of .
yesterday In a drastic ®%w BSgh
Command shaike-uplthat was ac-
companied by the first Japanese
acknowledgment ofj the loss of
Saipan and a statement by Premier
Tojo himself in whiSh he told his
people that ‘fimpertU Japan has
come to face; an unprecedentedly
great national criala”

After declaring tiijat “Saipan Is-
land has finally fillen toto the
enemy’s hands,” Premier Tojo was
quoted by the Toky? radio as tell-
ing the Japanese people:

“Now the day fdr the decisive
battle is approaching.”

Gen. Yoshijiro pmezu, Com-

, Continued on Page 8

| MOSCOW, Wednesday, July

19—A great new offensive aimed

at the very heart df Germany was announced late last night by
Marshal Joseph Stalin, Who said that forces of the first Ukwjae
ja3®t.in..three daii jted driven thirty-one miles through a JU*-—

mjh*qdde' breach in the German*

li*S, <capthred
-points and erossed-
almostat the 1941 So
x % % %k % . r M
[The 1939 Polish partition line
was reached at SkomorOKkhi, th®

Russian midnight communique

said.]

The new drive, led toy Marshal
Ivan S. Koneff, who had’replaced
Marshal Gregory Zhukoff, jwas
linked with the campaign od the
First White Russian Front, com-
manded by Marshal Konstantin K,
Rokossovsky.

Last night’s High Command
communique announced jthe cap-
ture of a total of 1,040' inhabited
points as the Red Army drove for-
ward on sectors west and north-
west of Opochka, northwest and

Continued on Page f t

War New# Summarized

WEDNESDAY,

British and Canadian troops
of the Second Army burst their
bonds yesterday .and shattered
the German defenses about Caen.
General Montgomery’s finest
divisions then started to roll
across the plains' ieast of the
Orne and foutheast Of Caen,
where a fierce battie of mobile
forces raged! all day.

The offensive was preceded by
a gigantic aejrial assault in which
more than 2,060 Allied planes
showered in excesS.of 7,000 tons
of high-explosive and anti-per-
sonnel bombs on the Germans
for four bbufy- Not a single

ehadeng*
HP irmadwj four * Allied
air commands."

At the other end of the Nor-
mandy line toe Americans drove
the Germans out of St L6, made
Pdrlers virtually untenable and
improved their positions at other
points. [All) the foregoing 1:8;
map P. 2]

The bombing barrage at Caen
carried the “bomb-line” forward
ahead of the advancing troops
and raised such clouds of smoke
and; dust that daylight was
blacked outj (1:7.]

Allied air! .might is so great
thatatthe same time more than
1,200 additional planes blasted
PsnnemuSndte and Zinnowitz on
tb~Baltic cobst Where the Nazis
developed their flytog bomb dad

JULY 19, 1944

thirty-one miles a 124-mile
front At one pointJhe Red
Army reached the Bug ipver and
was twenty miles fronji Lwaw.
Elsewhere Soviet unlts: pushed
seven miles into Latvia, drove to
within twenty-nine m ilei of Bia-
lystok and to only fide miles
frrtn Brest-Litovrtc. [1:5-6; map
P. 6.]

The Germans were also; pushed
back in Italy, where toe Eighth
Army-menaced the Adriatic port
of Ancona from the ,West and
south and the Fifth! Army
readied the Arno Rlvbr between
Pin. and Florence*

Prime Minister Churchill was
criticized'in the House bf Com*
mons for insisting upon uncon-
ditional surrender by Germany*
This, toe critics contended, pro-
longs the war. and discourages a
workers’ revolution. [5:1.] /-

Recently conquered isildpaa in
top Pacific vraa rapidly being
converted into a strong!; Ameri-
can base. [9:1.] ASted forcea-to
Burma were squeezing put fur-
ther gains everywhereXg:*|, and

[in Oiina the Japanese Were still
beingheld from Hengyang. [8:7.]
The Soviet journal War land the
Working Clasp attacked1Chung-

, king’s “reactionary policies" and

-refusal to unite with “patriotic
and democratic fcarcea” to erudi
Japan. [9#,] 4

Tokyo shook Tg> tbataa”enese

"tS* 1

BEACH ARNO DIVER

Drive Between Florence and
Pisa— Eighth Army Cracks
Defenses of Ancona

By HERBERT L. MATTHEWS
ByW Irden to Tax Nrw Vox* Truss.

ROME, July 18-“-American
troops of the Fifth Army, after
having fought their way through
difficult mountain terrain, reagbed
the Amo River between”PlIsa and
Florence today at toeutbwn of Pon-
tedera.

Polish troops of the British
Eighth Army, with Italians on
their left flank, achieved a com
plete break-through in the German
positions southwest of Ancona and
the largest. Italian port oh the
Adriatic seemed about to fall sooh
The aarne fate is gradually over-
taking iLeghom, on the Tyrrhenian,
with this advance to Pontedera and
the general tightening of the
strangle-hold around the port.

The “Eighth Army in the center
is exploiting its surprise dash
acrossl the upper Amo and has
taken Levans and Quarata. Thus
three jiovuM thrusts, all initiated
within]toe past four or five days,
are driving the Germans back on
what might be called the “Amo
line,” “though It is really a series
of natural positions that thisenemy
is espeteted to Sae to delay as fang

Continued on Page 4

American, British and Dpminjlort
Planes in Thousands BlaS$t
Germans for 4 Hours

MacDONALD
Bj C»W«to Tm Toi* Tnul

JN tH p CAEN SBC{fbOR, July
lIg”_One of the mightiest air forces
that eVeij took to the air—thou
sands of Ainericpn, British And
Dominions bombers and fi%)hter
bombers—struck (awesome Ibws
early today bt every enemy jtaige®
northeast, east and southeast of
(ben.

It Wasj hell let loose. .Seven
thousand itons of bombs poured on
the ehrtnjf  a few hours, apd qlur
ing that tone the earth shobkjfor
miles around and the air throbbed
wito the roir qf motors. sFfres,
explosions, toe smell of cordite,
occasional nleteorflike streak* of

as jiome of tjhe Allies’ planes
hurtled tie *arthj afire and jthe
choking du*t flimg up by jthe
bombs made the scene one toat
will noj; be fprgotten by tho*e Who
survived. |

j[Soijnej 2,200 planes were em-
ployed and ldroppedi14,000. .tpns
of bomb*,1The United Press to-
ported.] 5 :j'

Altap>!Begin* at Dawa j

The curtain went.up on Jthis
scene ahortli before 5 A. M., Just
as {day Waji ll&eakiijg. -From a van-
tage point of high ground well up
in a forwdrq area a group of jwar
correspondents peered down on
placid towns, villages and jfajrm-
steads. Tlia)t idaddity was ja too-
mentary thing in the stihnes® of
early morning..

Suddenly ?through the stillness
came toel faint hum of airplane
motors.;*Tbel hum grew louderiand
louder dnd bpcame an ear-splittin
roir asla [atge formation of Roya

¢ Foicei heayr bgpbers circled

HoBkgo** m

German Staff Has P ita Now
For Next War, Wtelles Warns

By JAMES Bi

Spaettl t* tin N*w Tom

wAt UNGTON, July 18—The

General Start Is aware of

inevitable defeat and

>ady made '"detailed plans

tar renewal of Its attempt

» __inatathe world,” Sumner
W eUeeJformer Under-SecreW qW

State, qeclane* hi a book, to hejphb*

lished trrvw. m STR W i
for Unfied Statesipa*”*

la fit effective Wsrtd
tand fir the dis-

[ of large commercial
nterests, who will be

of jconsiderable

[capital derived ftom
which the German

'has already, during

j”~ s, deposited underlone
Snqther in neutral <xiiun

appear

PUCTM 'm J-.
[4pur tajinclpal danger andjth*
tape of to* German General Start,”
Mr. W eltat stars, “is that afft_efr the
1

Gaei®i“to"SumesSi®opSmg
a major offensive.

British armored formaticbyH
mobile troops streamed o*|N
flai open country east of thbjH
River and southeast of CaiwH
night to clato with elite Cernrl
armored chvislanja in a crueld br
tie. jThe break-through, the ml
significant action on the Normafi
front since the fall of Cherbou|
Was {preceded and supported by
heaviest air assault ever launcl
against an armylin the field, j |

Lancasters and Halifaxes of;
Royal Air Force’s Bomber Cid
inand, Liberators of the Unil
States Eighth Air Force and
rajuders an<® HaVocs of the Nil
Air] Force blasted {enemy strl
points, field batteries, trodp
benttations and fuel, ammunit
and Ifood dumps with more, tl
7,000 tons of bombs between
and 10 A. M. yesterday.

* the British army floc|
through the breaches in the
man lines on the eastern sectol
theloo-mile front, the hard-hit
infantrymen of the American E
Anpy fought their way into
L0, jithe hinge of the German {
sltions on the western sector,
captured the; German stisngI
after a siege {that had lastb el
day*. This morning the Allgfs
rolling forward; iwi both *toc|
after two brllliaitt initial su ;ce"
" Great Tank Battle BettevtJd (I

Massed British tanks suppecl
by other mobile forces smal
into; strong German forces in
fiat j country southeast of Cl
Where one of the greatest
battles of the w*r is believed tl
tagffig. According to a Gerl
cortosjxjndent sit the enemy's hi
quarters, the Brijtish Fifty-firs I
fantry Division—the famous PI
land division thajt Gen. Sir Berl
L. ifkontgomery used in t
mein break-through—is
thick of the fighting with “ftw
British tank brigades. T o
*nariH place thei battlefield sal
!the Orne and About eight
from the coast, pr in the srel
Banneville-la-Campagne and El

ville.
“The advance has gohe
tretoely Well,” a spokesma:.

Second Army headquarters

blared yesterday; afternoon ail
British armor jpoured forv|
According to reports from

tropt, the drive began/ tm
Guverville and j Demouvi”e,

Spectively four {miles oifttll
*nd east of Cash, and towGrecl
tpain Caen-Troam toad s id)
line Ofvillages fitom Toiiffr* vij
Sannerville. A considerable nul

Gout Ion Page 2

Nazi Sees Decision
In Europe in 90 Dc)

I Bfrm AU Thm.

j, LONDON*July 18—Nazir
broadcasts acknowledged tonI
jtilSt Gen. Sir Bernard L. M
gomery had c|rrled his at¢
east of the Orne and one-1
mentator said the war wool
deeded in less tfcian three mo: |

erfhe war is n*w in its ded
phase,” said Commentator
Paquis on toe “Nazi-co2.t>1
Paris radio, “to; less than tl
n*nb|* we toajl know if
Antes have won! or loslt. Or |



