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1. PFollowing the explosion at the Port Chicazo Pier on the night of 17 July
1944 it became necessary %o evacuate sone of the enlisted personnel

froa the barraciks abl that activity and three divisions of negro enlisted
perscnnel, consisting of 320 men, were trainsferred to the Naval Anmmunition

Depot, Mare Island, California for duly.

2. on the afternoon of 10 Augzust 1544 the three divisions of negro enlisted
personnel refused to perform their assizned duty ol handling ammuniticn Lo |
be discharged from a merchant vessel then verthed at Mare Island. When ‘
the orders to work were reoe®ted to the men individually, 70 of thom

obeyed, but 250 continuad %o refuse to carry out the orders. The men

were informed with great care of the needs of the situation, their |
oblization to obey orders and bLheir cpportunity to ve of especial service. /‘ .

3. On 12 August 1905 the Commandant of the Twelfth YNaval District visited 's) \‘/
the Naval Ammunition DJepot at lare Island and addressed the insubordinate A S
group of 250 men. The men were ziven an opportunity to explain the reason

for their refusal to handle ammunition and thereafter were azain required

to state whether thoy would comply «ith crders. All out LY of the men

stated that they would do so. liowever, 6 others azaln changed their minds

and refused to work at the assigned duty of unloading ammunition from a 'y
ship.4 The Comandant reports that the refusal %o perform the required work N
arises from a mass fear arising out of the Port Chicazo explosion. This fear

is unreasonatly associated with the handling of ammuniticn in ships, rather

than in the handling of ammunition as such.

e & others who changed their minds were all
ning and Distribution Center, Shoemaker,
California to await flurtnher action.

K The recalcitrant Ll and th z
had
‘. A3 2 result of the above incident the Commandant of the Iwelfvh Naval i

transferred to the Naval Trai

District reports that no action will be taken azainst the 70 men who first

refused duty bLut who later oueyed when given ordors individually. The 203

men who refused duty vut later complisd with orders after being addressed <
by the Commandant will be tried by summary courts martial on charges of 1
refusing to ovey orders. The 50 men wihc have continued to override

authority will be brought Lo trial Ly general courts martial on charges # _
of matiny. TH
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l. Follouins tho o:cplosio.: ab the Port Chica:o Pier con tie nitht of
17 Jaly 1oLk it Lecxne necessary to evacuate ..c"c of tie onlisted
,)or.ao-...c {ron Lio darracks ab caal activity and tixrec divicions of
nopro enlisted parsonicl, consistinz of 320 =on, were translerrad to
tho Laval femvanition Depot, Lare Island, Csliforaia for duty.

2. On the alternoon of 10 Auzust 1o. the threc divisions of norr
enlisted pcrsozuel rofucod to poerforn thelir assizned duly of handlin;
acuniticn to bo discharsed fron a :‘.cn'.'.:.:'.t vessel Lhsa oorbtied at
«2r¢ Islaind. Jian ths oxlers to ..o:'Z: Werd rodeLbtia %o tie sen indle
vidually, 70 of thon obsyed, Lud 28 ;L..c. to refise %o sarr oab
the ordors. N0 xmen wore inforned ..i... ;reat cars of tile noeds of L.e
cituation, their obLlization to cuey orders and their opporsuanitr to oo
of ogpecial service.

3. On 12 ausust 1juu btae Comsendunt of She Twelfth faval District
visited the laval Amrnition Ddepvot at Lare Island and sdirassed ta
insubordinate group of 25, scn. e men wore riven an opporoanity ¢
explain ths roacon for Liheir relusal So handle aanition 244 ...3.:..21".:
were azain required to state wiether tacy woild comdly with oxders. A1)
wat & of ther stated that :.:.a:; nwcald do so. llouever, S o.. wers stain
chansed thelir =inds and rofused to worx at the assiined duty of unlozd-
ing anmundMion fro: a salp.

A

L. The Commandant reports that the refusal to porforn tha rcq::.lrcd Worx
arises i‘rm a zass fear arisi.:" cat of the Port Chicajo explesicen. 7Thais
fear is unre oO'l&"l/ asscciated Jita She hancdling of a:::.mu.xc'\ in shiss,
rasner t.h‘.n in the landling of azmunition as such. iic uiite cnlisted
personn el are perforning similar vork a% the laval ‘“":m;t on J20C or
the Zaval laazine. 2o avci‘ any sexdlance of cdiscririnaticn 2:2in3t
nogroes the Chiel of the Bureau of laval Perzcennel has autiorized tao
procurenont and training of one battzlion of widie enlisted =on for Port
Chicaso and one for tae llaval A-muaniticn Depct, Lare Island. Aztzority
n23 also been ~ranted Lo arrance necessary rotation.

S. The recalcitrant-il and the 3 ot‘xnr.. wao‘chanzed their -inds wore 2ll
transferrad to Li:e laval Traininj and DistriLution Center, Shce-mazler,
Californizc to await furticr actica.

Franklin D. Pocsevelt Library

BECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.9 (s/27/28)

Date- S—|€-S7

Signature- (oa'l‘e d‘ #-LGU(
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6. As a result of the asove incident Lie Coaxzandant of the Dwelisth
llaval District reports tnat no action will ba taken asaiast che 70

nen who first refuged duaty Lab who later obgred .han ziven crders
individually. Tae 200 zen who refused duby vub later coiplied with
orders afier beins addressed by the Comandant will be tried by SunTary
courts martizl on charjes of rofusing o oovsy crders. Dac §3 'aen wlho
nave contimmed to override uabhority Wwill be orouzht to trial by
seneral courts martial on charzes of, mabtiny. .

T. & copy of the complate report in $his matter is attacied rerato. *



