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n‘('])‘l’}-zo U. S. NAVAL DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS
pl}.m(yp)(b)/m TERMINAL ISLAND (SAN PEDRO), CALIFORNIA
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6 Ootober 1345

Tos  The Secretary of the Navy (0ffice of the Judge Advocate General),
G Tashington 25, De Ce

Viag The Chief of Naval Fersomnel, Yashington 25, De Ce
Subject:  Clemmoy Procedurs at this Command - Report ofs

1.' The snclosed recommendations for clemency and restoration to duty are made in behalfl
of fourt=four (44) of the £ifty (50) men confined here since 28 November 1944 on the :

charge otmtiw&:iaincwtozmmcmWooxplom
2. Tn the intersst of eliminating olerical work the recomsendations on the individual

‘5, Dus to my expsrience, based on forty (40) years as an enlisted man and efficer, I&
{

c2ses have besn kept to the minlmum, However, in order to give assurance that thsse cases @
were given adequats consideration before their submission, it is my purpose to cutline the BB

procedure which the Clemsncy Board at thin Conmand has followed before making a declsion,.

3¢ Each individua) case was considered on the basis of the man's record in confinement, -
based upon Mast reports, work reports and the observation and interviews had by the offl-
cers of the Board during the period of confinement, Previous to their appearance before
the full Bosrd each man was interviewed by the psychatriat, the Retraining Officer, the
Chaplaim, the Lagal Officer, and other members of the Clemency Board and a determination
made, based upon the men's record and attitude, On the day of hearing the mn appeared
before the Clsmency Board and was given an opportunity of making a statement in his own
behalf and was questioned further by the members of the Soard, Decsuss of the nature of
their offense these msn have baen observed sven more olosely during confinement than the
overage prisoner, With very few exceptions these men have been exsellent prisoners and 3
have responded well to discipline., This Command concurs with the unanimous recommendation [E5

“of the Clemency Board that thess men be given clemency and yestored Lo duly,

be There are six (6) additional men in the Port Chicago group whose cases are not being
gubmitted at this time, It was felt that HENRY and LONGMIRE, because of their attituds

Should mot be mecomrandsd &b this tims. FLEECE and GAINSS, after baving had the eituation {8

d to them thoroughly, have signed waivers, a sample copy of which is encloced,

. stating that they did not wish to appear before the Board at this time, and thelr cases

will be given consideration at a latar date, MILLER was undecided ab the date of hearing
as to what action hs wished taken and ANTHONY was unavailabls, baving been tranaferred to
the Ue S. Naval Hospital, Long Bsach, These two (2) latter cases will bs brought up be—
fore the Board at the earliest opportunity, - (“

gest that these men be broksn up into small groups of thres (3) or four {4) and sent
various places in the South Pacific to work out their probationery periode From my ob-

servation I feel that they wers misled and coerced by a few who had a 1lttle betier odn-s;\.
cation than the group average. I am not in favor of granting clemency to the smll
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minority at the present tims, Considering the amount of publicity and the various
civilian organizations who have been recelving oredit for efforts in thsir behalf, I
fsel that this is a Navy problem and it will be the Navy who is giving them this op-
portunity to rebabilitate themsslves,
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